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Part [ Colonial Society, 1492-1783

merchants of New York and Philadelphia. The &Y contributed heavily g =
imperial armies, and therefore to the casualty lists, \{vhlch cut deeply 'f“" its
male population and so into its tax base. Meanyvh:le taxzs roS}; to
the expeditions to Canada and to support the widows and orphans left bes
hind, making Boston (then as now) a P"r“C\'larly.CXP?nslve _place to live,
even in comparison to neighboring towns-: Its Shlpbuild“‘&; 1'ndustry dis
persed to Marblehead, Salem, and Newport, “‘Qd fgard of imp
[seizure of sailors for service In the British navy] disrupted its trade. nﬂﬂg&
sults could be read in Boston’s population figures, which reached 17,000
1740, then dropped, and failed to recover completely until after d
dence; in the striking excess of white adult females to males amonlg Bo
ans of 1764 (3,612 to 2,941); in the dense occupancy of Boston’s ho
which included about half again as many people as those of New York
Philadelphia at mid-century, a difference [historian] Gary Nasl'\ attriby
the practice of taking in boarders by hard-pressed Boston WldOYVSi in
emergence of poverty as a serious social problem well before it
such importance in other colonial ports. J
It is too much to say that Boston never recovered, but its record in 8
late colonial period was overall one of decline. And hard times served.
cause of tradition, for the Spartan ideal of the founders could ennoble ne
sity by calling it virtue. New England’s ministers continued to cite the first
generation of settlers as a model of achievement, as they had done from
Jate seventeenth century, and to chastise the children for failing to take
their fathers’ “Errand into the Wilderness,” explaining the calamities that
upon them as punishments for the sinful shortcomings of those who.
herited that New World Israel. The ideals of the fathers provided, ins
way of understanding and of organizing experience, of ordering history,
s0 continued to influence the life of the region and of its major city.
New York was founded instead as an outpost of the Dutch West
Company in its search for profit. No greater mission brought the
f:_-oxg Holland: indeed, the Dutch were on the whole unwilling to n
finding their homeland hospitable as the English Puritans did not
Dutch West India Company therefore turned elsewhere for settle
oppressed Protestants of France, to Africa—in the hope that they mi;
g:n'kethb:fw N:thdelgand economically viable. The comrnitmenty to n
marked Compant ; e
Wdal needs of the Il:teryS::;itczixx‘g:‘ te:ea}{:)e;e:\gfm:::t::?: b
motivated the governors appointed by them and their EucceSSOl's, the

tions of colonists who flatt icials i
QR e who attered royal officials in a quest for land grants;

or | ppointments, all these only enh:
2 mﬁeﬂahstfc bent. The city became a nest of th{v:‘ e ol
won—of pirates and privateers, of slave d

nity whose spokesmen on into the
‘while those of Boston cultivate,

after profit how "
traders and smugglers—a &

@ Revolutionary era emphasized
d virtue.
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Chapter 6 Urban Life in the Eighteenth Century

New Yorkedrs did .Weu—al'}d then did better. The city sat at the mouth
of the great Hudson River, which, with the Mohawk, provided ready access
to a rich ?nd extensive market even before the canal era added the trans-
Appalachlar\ West to Manhattan’s “back yard.” It benefited also from
wartime contracts and privateering returns, and except for occasional years
of recession continued the ascent that would in time make it the foremost
American city. The results there could be seen in a sense of widespread op-
portunity such as possessed the immigrant James Murray in 1737, when he
advised a clergyman in his native Northern Ireland to “tell aw the poor Folk
of your place, tha God has open’d a Door for their Deliverance.” In New
York there was “no Scant of Breed”; and it was, “in short, . . . a bonny Coun-
try” where a man could readily make a good life for himself. In his History
of the Province of New-York, first published in 1757, a more established New
Yorker, William Smith, Junior, made much the same point. “Every man of
industry and integrity has it in his power to live well,” he wrote, and many
who arrived “distressed by their poverty . . . now enjoy easy and plentiful
fortunes.”

Smith also claimed that there was “not so great an inequality” of riches
among New Yorkers “as is common in Boston and some other places,” but
there he was almost certainly incorrect. The rich of Manhattan combined
mercantile wealth with great landed estates in the Hudson Valley in a way
unknown among Bostonians. The city’s people shared a sense of social dis-
tance that also distinguished it from its urban neighbor to the northeast.
Some of the most memorable expressions of class consciousness that the
Revolutionary era produced came from New York—as in Gouverneur Mor-
ris’s arrogant description of local mechanics and seamen as “poor reptiles . . .
struggling to cast off their winter slough” who “bask in the sunshine, and
ere noon . . . will bite.” As for Morris’s “riotous mob,” it was characterized
by deferential habits such as shocked John Hancock when he visited New
York on his way to the Continental Congress. On his arrival there Hancock
learned that the city’s people intended to remove the horses from his car-
riage and pull it through the streets themselves, a ritual common enough in
the Old World. But Hancock, no modest man but a Bostonian nonetheless,
“would not have had [that] taken place upon any Consideration, not being
fond of such Parade.” His efforts to dissuade the crowd were unsuccessful,
and he was saved from that “disagreeable occurrence” only by the interces-
sion of some local gentlemen whose wishes the people of New York were
more accustomed to honoring.

Politics moderated the distance between rich and poor in Boston. There
the governing town meeting brought together persons of different station
and blessed men with power for their eloquence, reason, and character as
well as their wealth. Boston had a board of selectmen and a series of other
municipal officers who were chosen by the town {ncefixxg, and those who
sought such preferment learned, if they did not instinctively know, that
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respect was a prerequisite of political support New v\’:rk w a:: governed dif-
ferently. By the terms of the Montgomery Charter of 1731, the g(»;eam and
provincial council named the city’s mayor, recorder, clqk, dn] he trea-
surer. Municipal ordinances were pashud by a C ”m,m“n Council S,
sisted of the mayor and recorder along with the city’s alficrmun, who were
elected by voice vote within the several wards into which New York had
been divided. Qualified voters also chose a set of assistants, several minor
officials, and the vestrymen who cared for the poor. But thu hnc conii
uing, direct voice in governing the city as in Bmm‘n, whgm the meangst a.t-
izen ratable at £20 beside the poll, may deliver his sentiments and give his
suffrage in very important matters, as freely as the greatest Lord in the
Land,” according to the reports of Dr. Thomas Young, a native of the Hud=
son Valley who migrated to Boston in the mid-1760s. I’o]mcg% opportunities
compensated in some measure for Boston’s unpromising economy:
“elevated stations,” Young claimed, were there open “to every one whose
capacity, integrity and diligence in the affairs of his country attracts the
public attention.” Those avenues of advancement, he wrote correspondents.
in Manhattan, “I lament are shut to you. . .."
The existence of a wealthy upper class with a taste for European Ways
had, however, some cultural advantages, for its patronage set eighteenth-
century New York on its way toward becoming an American center for the.
performing arts. Manhattan claimed two playhouses in 1732; by the time of
the Revolution it had as many as seven. Not that all New Yorkers were free
from scruples born of their Protestant heritage. William Hallam’s London
Company of Comedians, which came to the city in 1753, was denied official
permission to perform until after it issued assurances that its members were:
not c;}x:t”m the same Mould” as their “Theatrical Predecessors,” that “in pri= =
vate Life” and “publick Occupation” they were of a different moral order. In =
retrospect, however, it seems more important that the company went to New
York because people in Virginia predicted a “genteel and favourable Recep-
tion” in Manhattan, where “the Inhabitants were gene: : et
rally fond of Diversi i gererous and peliE .
H1]i'am’ ! sions rational, particularly those of the Theatre,” and that
e e st it
when the New-York Gazette ad‘\ft';nli::; da‘ fi‘:)‘::"“’:“nk‘t‘sl b lﬂf'
Pachebell, the harpsicord parts performed b :r % :”tnr the benefit of M
an advertisement announced “A New l’mz x!'mc]t.‘ And. e -
i O v “t“om\rnu Entertainment. .+« 108

tion pictures. Cock-fighting was also pnpui nd ‘P‘".nm\ : Plﬂ%gessor of b
ar, as was horse-racing, with WS

gers part of the event—all of which ren
nained far fr ity
to such forms of commercial entertainme Indeed, e %

b = °nt. Indeed, theatre was i
Boston only during the 1790s, having been earlier outlaw, -L b m"})d 1750
Boston was distinguished inste awed by an act of

ad by its traditi {
and for the printed word. Before the 'Pm'nnntl||(‘I‘1':A:‘:'“p(‘d el
athers were more tha
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decade in Amexica they founded Harvard College and established a print-
ing press in Cambridge. New York City was settled in 1626—four years
before Boston—but had no press for almost seventy years, until William
Bradford was lured to Manhattan in 1693. Even a casual survey of the Evans
bibliography of early American imprints testifies to the immense and con-
tinuing superiority of eighteenth-century Boston as a place of publication.
Few books and pamphlets came out of New York, and those were heavily
weighted toward the official publications of the provincial government. As
for newspapers, the first to be published on a continuous schedule in British
North America was the Boston News-Letter, begun in 1704. And Boston had
two other papers, the Boston Gazette (1719) and the New-England Courant
(1721) before the New-York Gazette began publication in 1725.

New Yorkers’ sense of a good education apparently differed from that
of Bostonians: the City of New York was “so conveniently Situated for
Trade and the Genius of the people so inclined to merchandise,” wrote the
Rev. John Sharpe in 1713 after some twelve years on Manhattan, “that they
generally seek no other Education for their children than writing and Arith-
metick. S0 that letters must be in a manner forced upon them not only with-
out their seeking, but against their consent’—a proposal unlikely to meet
with success. New Yorkers were in fact bizarrely innocent in the world of
learning—or so James Murray suggested when he told of a fellow Scots-
Irish immigrant who “now gets ane Hundred Punds for ane year for teechin
a Letin Skulle, and God kens, little he is skilled in Learning, and yet they
think him a high learned Man. Ye kin I had but sma Learning when I left
ve” he added—and his primitive phonetic spelling suggests he had accu-
mulated little thereafter. Yet Murray reported that he kept a “Skulle for wee
Weans.” Two decades later William Smith, Junior, concluded that New
York’s schools were of “the lowest order” and that their “instructors want
instruction.” “Through a long shameful neglect of all the arts and sciences,”
he added, “our common speech is extremely corrupt, and the evidences of a
bad taste, both as to thought and language, are visible in all our proceed-
ings, publick and private.”

New York was, quite simply, a different kind of place than Boston,
shaped by different values that were sustained by economic success. The
“Art of getting money” preoccupied its people and served, according to
Cadwallader Colden, as “the only principle of life propagated among the
young People.” New Yorkers of both town and country were “sober, indus-
frious and hospitable,” Smith noted, “though intent upon gain.” The city's
contemporary reputation reflected those traits. “Our Neighbours have told
us in an insulting Tone, that the Art of getting money is the highest Im-
provement we can pretend to,” wrote a pamphleteer arguing in 1749 for
“Erecting a College in the Province of New-York.” They say “that the wisest
Man among us without a Fortune, is neglected and despised; and the great-
est Blockhead with one, caress’d and honour’d: That, for this Reason, a poor
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These distinctions were reflec ted in John Adams’s perceptions

York, which he visited on the way to the L‘()ntlncr\t'ﬂ] Congress in P
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ity, leaving no 3
e o s o i ancestor ' e Ty s o
L struck outsiders as excess: convinced
g Was a good employment, they went into trade in such
numbers, reported the visitor John Miller in 1695, “th

5 , “that whosoever looks on
their shogs would wonder”—like a modern stroller down Madison
Avenue—"where there are so many to sell, there should be any to buy.” The
monumental energy of colonial New Yorkers prefigured that of later Ameri-
cans, who w1.thm a century of winning independence built from thirteen
modest ct?lomes a nation whose western boundary had pushed from the
Appalachians to the Pacific. The enterprise of New Yorkers contributed gen-
erously to that development. Indeed, the very physical circumstances of
New Yo?kgrs identified them with the nation in 1776 they were concen-
trated.wnhm the lowest mile of a thirteen-and-a-half-mile-long island much
as their countrymen were settled along the eastern edge of a vast continent
whose expanses of empty land invited and even demanded expansion. Peo-
ple such as these had no time to celebrate the past. They were too engrossed
with inventing the future.

How different the situation of the Bostonians, housed on a modest
peninsula already fully settled by the time of the Revolution, suffering
from a generation of decline, a people convinced that the model of their
future lay in the past. In fact, nineteenth-century Boston, true to its colo-
nial origins, became the literary capital of the new nation and also a finan-
cial center whose importance yielded to New York only in the 1840s.
Meanwhile New Englanders, fleeing the rural poverty of their native re-
gion, settled and populated much of the West. There remains considerable
irony nonetheless in the fact that Boston served for the generation of 1776
as a model for the new republic. Its democratic politics, tradition of disin-
terested public service, and modest style, inculcated by Puritanism and
continued through hardship, coincided neatly with the demands of classi-
cal republicanism—so much so that Samuel Adams could see in the
United States a final realization of New England’s historic mission. New
York played a far more ambiguous role in the politics of the Revolution
than did Boston, and the city never took on a similar symbolic
importance—perhaps because infinite possibilitie_s are more difﬁcu!t to
comprehend than the limited values of an established énd well-defined
historical tradition. New York has in fact remained difﬂcult.to §rasp, to
summarize. “By preference, but also in some degree by necessity, Nathan
Glazer and Daniel Patrick Moynihan observed in Beyond .er Melting Pg!,
“America has turned elsewhere for its images_ (m.d tr;@ltmn_s. Colonial
Imverfen e Pre.ser\fed for us in terms nf. thg .Donc sxmp‘hclty of New Eng-
land, or the pastoml symmetry of the Vlrgmm»countrysu?le. Even Philadel-

hi . >eable, But who can summon an image of_ eighteenth-century
1;1 - l; ‘“ET:;&.[ will hold still in the mind?” And yet the importance of open-
n:s‘:, os:imis?r\/ opportunity/ and energy, even of materialism and of visual
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Benjamin Franklin's Union Fire Company, 1738

on the different accidents and cares

<ses by which houses were set on fire, with cautions against them
3 em. This was much spoken of as a
useful piece, and gave rise to a project \}/hi}'h soon followed it of formi;}g
a company for the more ready extinguishing of.flres, and mutua‘l assis-
tance in removing and securing of goods when in danger. Assoqates in
this scheme were presently found amounting to thirty. Our articles of
agreement obliged every member to keep always in good order and fit
for use a certain number of leather buckets with strong bags and baskets
(for packing and transporting of goods) which were to be brought to
every fire; and we agreed to meet once a month and spend a social
evening together in discoursing and communicating such ideas as o¢-
curred to us upon the subject of fires as might be useful in our conduct on
such occasions. The utility of this institution soon appeared, and many
more desiring to be admitted than we thought convenient for one com-
K‘:\r:iy;}:i}'iei'e‘:\frsnai::ii \:}0 form anobt'h?r, which was accordinglyj done.
became so numer;)us as to i:z‘lf‘fl\gany s for'med éfter another HIEEY

s e most of the inhabitants who were men

About this time I wrote a paper .

lessne: "
and means proposed of av oiding th

of property; and now at the time of m iti i o
> y; and noy y writing this [1788], tho’ ards |
of fifty years since its establishment, that whicgh I firgt forlnedo c‘;ﬁ:{d the

Union Fire Company, still subsists and flourishes, tho’ the first members:
:::;;]]];ii:ecsea‘rd l}:]ut myself an;l one, who is older by a year than I am. The
B e atb ave begn paid by members for absence at the monthly

gs have been applied to the purchase of fire engines, ladders, fire-

s for each company, so that I question
putting a stop to begir;ning conflagrati
: 3 agrations;
tions, the city has nev. y & J

ty never lost by than one or two houses at @

time, and the flames have often bee; :
which they began has beer, half mn::;;:{nngunshed before the house i

; and in fact since those institu*
fire more

SORRCE John Bigelow, ed., Works of Benjamin Frangy; g
1877),1:204-205 n (New Yorke &, 1
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Philadelphia, 1748

All the streets except two which are neares i i i

line, and make right angles at the imersec;sotnt: ;}o‘fnreﬂsg r::eg‘ atls\t-ralght
not; and it seems less necessary, since the ground is Sang an;iothersfare
soon absorbs the wet. But in most of the streets is a pave‘gent of felre i
fathom or more broad, laid before the houses, and posts put on the maﬂgssi,da
three or four fath(.)m asunder. Under the roofs are gutters which are careev
fully connected with pipes, and by this means, those who walk under them,

w.hen it rains, or when the snow melts, need not fear being wet by the drop-
ping from the roofs.

' The housgs r_nake a good appearance, are frequently several stories
high, and built either of bricks or of stone; but the former are more com-
monly used, since bricks are made before the town, and are well burnt. The
stone which has been employed in the building of other houses, is a mixture
of black or grey glimmer, running in undulated veins, and of a loose, and
quite small grained limestone, which runs scattered between the bendings of
the other veins, and are of a grey colour, excepting here and there some sin-
gle grains of sand, of a paler hue. The glimmer makes the greatest part of
the stone; but the mixture is sometimes of another kind. This stone is NOW
got in great quantities in the country, is easily cut, and has the good quality
of not attracting the moisture in a wet season. Very good lime is burnt every
where hereabouts, for masonry.

Characteristics of Philadelphians

The town is now quite filled with inhabitants, which in regard to their coun-
try, religion, and trade, are very different from each other. You meet with
excellent masters in all trades, and many things are made here full as well as
in England. Yet no manufactures, especially for making fine cloth, are estab-
lished. Perhaps the reason is, that it can be got with so little difficulty from
England, and that the breed of sheep which is brought over, degenerates in
process of time, and affords but a coarse wool. )

Here is great plenty of provisions, and their prices are Very moderate.
There are no examples of an extraordinary dearth.

Every one who acknowledges God to be the .Creator., preserver,
ruler of all things, and teaches OF undertakes nothing against thels.mtte;g;
against the common peace, is at liberty to settle, stay, anfi carr): on lnqste(:l‘ i
here, be his religious principles ever s0 strange- I‘Qo one is hlfrgfn?lo :;S Pl
account of the erroneous principles of the doctrine whvwh e :ﬁ 2 ~ur/ed i
does not exceed the above-mer\tioned bounds. And he is so well se¢

and

i d
North America 1, translated into English by John Reinhold

Source: Pete els in
ource: Peter Kalm, Trav 45, 56-60.

Forester (London: Printed for editor,
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the laws in his person and property, and enjoys such liberties, that a ci
of Phildelphia may in a manner be said to live in his house lilfe aking.
On a careful consideration of what 1 have already said, it wxll be easy fo,
conceive how this city should rise so suddenly from nothing, into such
grandeur and perfection, without supposing any powye_rful monarch’s
tributing to it, either by punishing the wicked, or by giving great suppliesin S
money. And yet its fine appearance, good regulations, agreeablg situa B
natural advantages, trade, riches and power, are by no means inferior
those of any, even of the most ancient towns in Europe. It has not bm
essary to force people to come and settle here; on the contrary, foreigners
different languages have left their country, boxxses/ property, an_d c
and ventured over wide and stormy s€as, in order to come hither.
countries, which have been peopled for a long space of time, compla
the small number of their inhabitants. But PL’Yl"SyIUﬂVlLﬂ,.Whld’l wasnob
than a desert in the year 1681, and hardly contained ﬁve_ humfl.red,
now vies with several kingdoms in Europe in number of mhabmmh.k
received numbers of people, which other countries, to their mﬁmg%
have either neglected or expelled.

The Scourde of Yellow Fever, Philadelphia, 1793

On the origin of the disorder [yellow fever], there prevails a very g
versity of opinion. Dr. Hutchinson maintained that it was not imj
stated, in a letter which he wrote on the subject to Captain
health officer of the port of Philadelphia, that “the general 0 pini
the disorder originated from some damaged coffee, or other
etable and animal matters.” . ..

Several persons were swept away before any great alarm was
About this time began the removals from the city, which were
weeks so general, that almost every hour in the day, carts, wago
and chairs, were to be seen transporting families and furniture
try in every direction. Business then became extremely dull.
artists were unemployed; and the streets wore the appearance of
melancholy.

The first official notice taken of the disorder, was on the 22
on which day, the mayor of Philadelphia, Matthew Clarkson,
the city commissioners, and after acquainting them with the
gave them the most peremptory orders, to have the
cleansed and purified by the scavengers, and all the filth
hawled away. These orders were repeated on the 27th, and

source: Matthew Carey, A Short Account of the Malignant Fever Lately
phia (Philadelphia, 1793), 16-17, j 5
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siven to the clerks
i‘ri‘i{drc» to ﬂ;\(e ;fg:?gx:kar {10 el Do e gewernor of the site in
S » acquainted them, that a contagious disorder

existed in the city; and that he had taken every z

’ : Yy proper measure to ascertain
the origin, nature, and extent of it. He likewise assured them that the health
officer and physician of the port, would take every QT e f o
remove the public inquietude. y:precaution to zlley and

The 2
a \\}:;hf;‘l;\?i (::E isre:‘c(r)tenr)nog‘;h, the college of physicians had a meeting,
a e nsideration the nature of the disorder, and the
means of prevention and of cure. They published an address to the citizens,
signed by the presxd(?nt and secretary, recommending to avoid all unnec-
essary intercourse with the infected; to place marks on the doors or win-
dows where they were; to pay great attention to cleanliness and airing the
rooms of the sick; to provide a large and airy hospital in the neighbour-
hood of the city for their reception; to put a stop to the tolling of the bells;
to bury those who died of the disorder in carriages and as privately as
possible; to keep the streets and wharves clean; to avoid all fatigue of
body and mind, and standing or sitting in the sun, or in the open air; to
accommodate the dress to the weather, and to exceed rather in warm than
in cool clothing; and to avoid intemperance, but to use fermented liquors,
such as wine, beer, and cider, with moderation. They likewise declared
their opinion, that fires in the streets were very dangerous, if not ineffec-
tual means of stopping the progress of the fever, and that they placed
more dependence on the burning of gunpowder. The benefits of vinegar
and camphor, they added, were confined chiefly to infected rooms, and
could not be too often used on handkerchiefs, or in smelling bottles, by
persons who attended the sick.

In consequence of this address, the bells were immediately stopped
from tolling, which was a measure very expedient; as thgy had before been
kept pretty constantly going the whole day, so as to terrify those in health,
and drive the sick, as far as the influence of imagination could produce that
effect, to their graves. An idea had gone gbroad, that the burning of fires in
the streets, would have a tendency to purify the air, and arrest the progress
of the disorder. The people had, therefore, almost every night large ";ﬂs
lighted at the corners of the streets. [On the] 29th, the mﬂY“‘hP‘sb‘hhﬂ a
proclamation, forbidding this practice. Asa subsnm!g, man}./ ad recourse
s, which they imagmed was a certain preventative of the

to the firing of gun: & i
i such da , that it was
disorder, This was carried so far, and attendegev*::}'\n sbu:[ : _W_ng“ itw

i s 4th of
forbidden by the mayors order, of the 4tf t . el
Bushhill [hospital], after personal inspec

On the 16t the maneges 2 report of e situation, which was truly

e s irs there, made
tion of the state of affairs th hed a picture of human misery as ever ex-

] e. ibited as wretc )
?:‘fl;m:\b:r.()Ifti;:}t:blai:ndoned set of nurses and al‘t‘;‘ndA\r:s (hardly any o;
; i C i the provisions and

cter © t time be pr(xured,) rioted on ;
'é::;\‘::x:r}: r;’:;;i‘;l?o?:}}:sick, who (unless at the hours when the doctors
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.y assistance The ds

» of eve
attended) were left almost entirely destitute ‘: ther. The ordure and other
And dead were indiscriminately mingled (087 %t o most offensive S
evacuations of the sick, were allowed to n'nmI“ il regularity existed, J¢
imaginable. Not the smallest appe e of ““m umerous Victims wers
was, in fact, a great human slaughter ce. No W onder, then, thata
immolated at the altar of riot and \n(r)ml"““:]:‘ ity, and that a removalty
general dread of the place pmvmlud thnmpjh L: % "

it was considered as the seal of death. In conseq

ence, there were various

ssisting every attes
instances of sick persons locking their rooms, and resisting y mpt to
carry them away. At length, the poor ere

so much afraid of being sent g
o ess, until it wi
Bushhill, that they would not acknowledge the ‘.; |:Ln;>[~hc po - th:s no.
Jonger possible to conceal it. For it S to be observed, at e S con-
tagion was so prevalent, that as soon as any one was ta ; = g(; - alarm
was spread among the neighbours, and every effort was use ave the
sick person hurried off to Bushhill, to

avoid spreading the disorder. The
cases of the persons forced in this way to that hospital, though labouring
under only common colds, and common fall fevers,

aranc
house, Wh

are numerous and af
flicting. There were not wanting instances of persons, only sligh_tly ill, being
sent to Bushhill, by their panic-struck neighbours, and embracing the first
opportunity of running back to Philadelphia. But the case was SooR altered
under the direction of the two managers, Girard and Helm. They infro=
duced such order and regularity, and had the patients treated with so much
care and tenderness, that they retrieved the character of the hospital; and i*
the course of a week or two, numbers of sick people, who had not at hom
proper persons to nurse them, applied to be sent to Bushhill Indeed, in th
end, so many people, who were afflicted with other disorders, procured ad-
mittance there, that it become necessary to pass a resolve, that beforeiais
order of admission should be granted, a certificate must be produced froms
physician, that the patient laboured under the malignant fever.
The committee sat daily at the city hall, and engaged a number of carss
:g C};nve_V the (zmd toa ‘pldu‘ of interment, and the sick to the hospital From
eir organization tc e prese! S oy P o
B = e i ey bove s
I il ovorcis e micce o O e B regulE
four very active members, in quick success lw er, ror e “ )
mortality would have been incomparably .,l.l:l“,' ~;P}‘dllcd lhem, Mﬁ
it o most o s O I s
there, would have otherwise died in the city, a 1\“ I?‘ to Busii md 0
the dead bodies would have remained \\,llk.-.llu spread the CON.
every part of the city, and operated as \l!\'}h“\\”‘ oo dL‘wne.d hoM
at the time they entered on the execution of ll\\‘ 2 hepie nrseﬁ‘ M
dertook, there were found several bodies that 1k Jangeraus SEEN M@L‘
et eiifoic at had lain in this state fORINS
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New Orleans, 1754

[ shall describe the capital of =
sary to speak of the dt; at len;?l:‘:;?g ‘;::J Tdo not think that it is neces-
most of the maps and articles published or it lare doubtless familiar with
attention that New Orleans, with its Well—laid<5ui‘Tpl?l wa.nl to call to your
heavily populated today than formerly. There ar:fuus, }sblgggr and more

i i S 1tants:
Furopeans, Indians, Africans or Negroes, and halt;uglty%m «;f inhabitants:
peans and savages native to the country. i oods, bom of Euro-

Those born of French fathers and French, or European, mothers are
called Creoles. They are generally very brave, tall, and well built and have a
natural inclination toward the arts and sciences. Since these studies cannot
pe pursued very well because of the shortage of good teachers, rich and
well-intentioned fathers send their children to France, the best school for all
things.

As for the fair sex, whose only duty is to please, they are already born
with that advantage here and do not have to go to Europe to acquire it
artificially.

New Orleans and Mobile are the only cities where there is no patois; the
French spoken here is good.

Negroes are brought over from Africa to clear the land, which is excel-
lent for growing indigo, tobacco, rice, corn, and sugar cane; there are sugar
plantations which are already doing very well. This country offers a delight-
ful life to the merchants, artisans, and foreigners who inhabit it because of
its healthful climate, its fertile soil, and its beautiful site. The city is S uated
on the banks of the Mississippi, one of the biggest rivers in the \m_ﬂfi, which
flows through 800 leagues of explored country. .lLs pure ‘and dehcu:u} \,\;‘ a‘-
ters flow forty leagues among numerous planrah@s, which offer fah elig] ;
ful scene on both banks of the river, where there is a great deal of hunting,

fishing, and other pleasures of life.

an-Bernard BoS! erior of Nerth America, 1751~ 62, ed. and
T f a, 1751-1762, €d

B d Bossu. avels in the futerior of N

Jean-Berna -

3 21-24
eymour Feiler (Norman Oklai, 1962}
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People at War. Soldiers and Civilians During the
American Revolution

B,

A 1775 recruiting poster for the newly formed Continental Army under the ¢

George Washington

he American Revolution marked the end of the colonial epoch and *
Tbeginning of nationhood. Most Americans are well aware of the mﬂm
tous events of the Revolutionary era and their historical significance. What &}
less well known and appreciated are the roles played by ordinary citizens it
the drama and the conflict's impact on their lives, |n the essay that
from Gary B. Nash's The Unknown American Revolution, we are givena
view of those who served the patriot cause as soldiers, particularly 'Mhi‘
Continental forces. We learn who they were, their reasons for serving, J
conditions they had to endure. How does the author account for memﬂ

118





image20.jpeg
B —

Chapter 7 People at War: Sold,
Soldie )
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American Revolution

. poor, unmarried, an
s notivated ensl; 4 Young made the most effecti i
What It ; Is aved blacks to enlistin the Amer ive soldiers in this war?
puring the early days of the w; €rican cause?
3 ar, English of '
frequently described the American forces as a vaff(icers am.j ‘-he-" ey il
ever, after Washington's victory at Tre dtag, undisciplined mob. How-

7 v nton and Gates's def

Sdkﬂfmvi?r]pltrr‘\f? lt)_egan to change. In the first document, a ;:tmo\;nsu;?ome .

fought W ritish at Saratoga presented his views of’ the Ameri?ar:(:fxfwho
icers

and men. What did he think of their “mili
2 their treatment e dE‘eat:érerr::::;;y appearance,” their “military talent,”
Th}e Ame}ncal.'\ Revolution was by no means a one-gender event. Before th
outbreak of fighting, women were active in the att . e
2 empts to pressure Parliament
by boycotting imports from England. Their willingness to do without is il
in the second document, a rather humorous po L
oined the boycott of what sh “thi R e‘m‘ il g yemanwhonad
j A ¢ t she termed “this pernicious tea.” During the war some
women joined theu.soldler husbands on campaigns, doing their cooking and
Jaundering and nursing the wounded. Those who remained at home often had
1o assume tasks normally the province of their husbands and fathers. Women
also experienced suffering brought on by war. The third document is a letter
written by Catherine Van Cortland, one of 80,000 loyalists who would ultimately
flee the country under pressure. At the time of the writing, she was traveling with
her children to join her husband in British-occupied New York. A safe-passage
permit enabled her journey through patriot lines but not without considerable
physical and emotional suffering. What evidence is offered in the letter to sup-
port the view that the American Revolution had elements of a civil war as well as
a struggle for independence? Note that those who fought for independence re-
ferred to themselves as Patriots while their opponents termed them Rebels. in
like manner, those opposed to the cause of independence preferred to be called
Loyalists, but their enemies branded them Tories or worse.

ESSAY
PR
| luti Army
Foot Soldiers of the Revolutionary
Gary B. Nash
: se to fight in the
- tate militias as well a8 the Continental Trya:t::‘:li ]“Id\\r‘ult\obfﬁdd e
Revoly > stem seeme 0 P : y o
5 |’ on, and the militia sYUﬂw“ prpesgr e sub’m’ Y nn‘h'h 1 :‘\'n‘m
; o . lmigr pur:a)l‘ljy from age sixteen to sixty- I robably a majority
slonial period, Us
on by Gary B. Nash
. Revoluton,rom e KLy At e Penguin, & 4
. 1 Dol Revolulion 10 ThECE 0y purmision
05 by Gary B, Nash, PP
. Group (USA) Ine
st
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\r‘\"\(::\:‘:‘,";lv- adults served at least one short militia term-—Often just a fey
g s—during the prolonged military contest. But as the Continenta)
L§n2ress, Washington, and all his generfxls knew, the war could not be wey
without long-term soldiers marching in a regular army. One of the majy
problems of the war was how to fill the thirty-eight regular regiments,
which at full strength consisted of some eight thousand men (not even half
the soldiers the British fielded throughout the war): Upnn inspection, mogt
of these soldiers turn out to be those with pinched lives, often fresh from
Ireland or Germany, recently released from jail, or fjuw‘nngh( dt'spera‘k_ i
fact, only a small sliver of white American males of fighting age served in the
Continental army under Washington and his generals. ]_"hc pefuple celebrateg
as citizen-soldiers “got tired of serving, and they got hre;‘q ? mmﬂbum’,,
Louis Duportail, who came from France to become the chief engineer of the
Continental army, reported to his government at home in 1777 that “There s
a hundred times more enthusiasm for this Revolution in any Paris café than

in all the colonies together.” )
ans have combed muster lists, town records,

In recent years, histori L o :
and military pension applications to come up with a composite picture of
Washington’s Continental army. How men were lured or dragooned inito

cervice varied according to the quotas set by the Continental Congress.
What the men had in common, regardless of their place of enlistment, was
their youth, their poverty, and their tenuous attachment to any
community. The town of Concord, where the shot heard round the 2
was fired, is a good example of recruiting New Englanders. After
initial blush of patriotism, Concord found it difficult to induce its cit
farmers to enlist as part of the town’s quota, even though Massachu
was peerless in glorifying its citizen-warriors for generations of
against Indians and the French. So Concord scoured the countrys
free blacks and other footloose men who could be bought up as
for those who had lost their fire for military service. Ezekiel
apparently heard the first shots at North Bridge from the town’
where he languished as a debtor, was typical. “With little or nothi
lose,” as he later related, he joined up. Landless and voteless,h
drifted around eastern Massachusetts for several years before the Rel
tion, a foot soldier in the army of “strolling poor.” Half of the si
who signed up from Concord in the first five years of the war
like Ezekiel Brown, without “any known connection to the town*
ing to historian Robert Gross. 5
So it went from town to town. To be sure, at the beginning
in 1775 and soon after that, when the British army hovered
such as Peterborough, New Hampshire, engaged in a ¢ro
war rather than fighting a poor man’s war. When General john |
invaded New York in 1777, many of the townsmen saw action:
after, few men with land and voting privileges stepped forwar
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according to the town’s hi: x
the soldierS eSS rem;a}n‘ifﬁfﬂ?Th"f the revolutionary
e ary experience, most of

Jroup of men, even b} : war were “
g l-}\ Juleercn Szrtht:irfusnc standards of P:!‘: ‘[‘,"USuall}/ poor, obscure
8 e . rbo; i
ar more than a few monthmugh
S were not necess:
sarily

fired by ideological rage to %

o (oo namedibe dis&;ingl:’:}:‘iiling;mh policies and practices. “I ~

typical of this group. He did not :1 from his cousin “Short Bill” C::mg e
Lexington and Concord; rather, heprmg to arms out of patriotic [;r\(‘:? VfV‘h
e abor.” H saw S s ,‘0 bwas a s}noemaker who “got my hvinﬂv tk:r
P ering into the seryics s rel::wdr himself—"the only motives fo:’m)—
enteri®. il “As ko ERERNE ed after the British captured him <
told his British interrogator, “I knev:,een Cfeaz Britain and the colonies,” he
judging whether it is right or wrong.” fslzﬂung of it; r}either am | capable of
a bit better off than most of his u)v%nsm(m i awP‘cnl only in that he was
majority of themisesverii RIS W:’;\ who enlisted for service, for the
home to remain obscure for the res’t of ftfhP‘OOr‘ I i
lnukln\g]mmewherc else for something bettere" "

n the mid-Atlantic st: i ’

revolutionary lore, shoufd:'ei:ga:\i;n »izgo:“ﬁ;n:‘ﬁe S farmer %
bye, was mostly a myth. Mostly landless, drawn fr(‘)m ‘\Z‘r%s::lsief;‘lml:\ .
lower artisans (such as shoemaks . i Corm 5
service by bounties provided by ;‘(f;’:)‘:vxidn;r:x:ﬁ?:%ly dmlwn o
they differed from the dispossessed New Englanders on];/| :;‘\E‘::; :: lecet
4 o 4 ct:
lll:n \x:lxl;;:n:\m \:: ;i?; ﬁ;:x'gﬁr;‘—tk:;:l\ and mt?st of them had o_nly recently arr‘i’ved
- y for middle-state recruiters, about 127,000
;:‘:K“qﬁl(]r‘:,:] l:in{:zsm;:e:;‘:; t}a\edco\onies between 1760 and 1775. Most
S = , an England, but about 20,000 came from
| Germany. The majority of them settled in the mid-Atlantic region. Henry
Lee, later to become famous as “Lighthorse Harry” Lee, called the Pennsyl-
vania battalions “the Line of Ireland,” but he might just as well have called
them “the Line of Germany."
In the southern states the recruiting process was much the same. Mary-

,
)
! land’s Continental soldiers, who'froze at Valley Forge in the winter of
landless, voteless, and, in about half the

3 1777-78, were mostly young, poor:

J cases, immigrants. Maryland was unusual only in trying to take choice out

A of the hands of the dispossessed: BY legislative decree, any local court could

- Tequire a person considered a vagrant to serve at least nine months in the
kind of conscription were

candidates for this

Continental army. Prime
f by the British to Maryland and

the thousands of conviets transport

Ireland, Scotland 3
and, and England. g T
were “chained to ringbolts and fed with bread and water until they agreed

3

5 Virginia—some 24,000 from 174640 1775—in order to sweep clean the jails
s of England. Once in the field in American uniforms: theyhﬁmwl]a good
e chance of fig: 5 : m their oWn impoverished Vi lages in
" ince of fighting against men fro ow o ap jailbirds who
it
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to head into the War of Independence in British uniforms. In Virginia, sub-
stantial bounties lured lower-class youths, some as young as fourteen, into
the regular army. By the end of 1776, looking for more men, the Virginia
government followed Maryland by authorizing the impressment of “rogues
and vagabonds’—a vagabond being described as any man neglecting to
pay his county and parish taxes or any man with no visible”es.tate Looki.ng
over this army of the dispossessed, Charles Lee called them “riff raff—dirty,
mutinous and disaffected.” 2
Washington’s officers had no illusions about the human‘maten,al

had to shape into fighting units. “Food for Worms . . - , miserable sha;
looking caitiffs, hungry lean faced Villains,” Anthony Wayne labeled them,
Tench Tilghman, Washington’s aide-de-camp, called the recruits fl‘(im New
York City “mostly old disbanded Regulars and . . . foreigners. %
officers called them “the sweepings of the York [E“S]a“q] str§ets, or
“a wretched motley Crew.” Indeed they were. Many had érr{v_ed‘m North
America like one numbed London weaver who landed in Virginia in 1758 in
the company of indentured servants: “They all was set in a row, neara hun-
dred men and women and the planters come down [from] the .counm-yh
buy [them]. . . . I never see such passels of poor wretches in my life,” wrote
the weaver, “some almost starved by the ill usage in their passage by the
captain, for they are used no better than so many negro slaves that are
brought in here and sold in the same manner as horses or cows in

market or fair.”

Notwithstanding all these unpleasant comments, Continental a
officers could not do without such men. Absent such human material,
war would have quickly ended with a British victory. What is more, it
these down-and-outers who were most likely to endure the awful
tions of camp life and battlefield gore. Washington knew this. “Men ju
dragged from the tender scenes of domestic life; [and] unaccustomed
din of arms” were almost worthless, he wrote. The fabled minuteman:
left his farm to shoulder arms was also difficult to discipline and d
restrain from deserting. “Men accustomed to unbounded freedom,
control,” he concluded, “cannot brook the restraint which is indi
necessary to the good order and government of an army; without
licentiousness, ?nd every kind of disorder triumphantly reign.” It
the'poor, parhc’ularly the unmarried and young, who could

against England’s Professmnal army. The poor man’s fight was ¢
fight that the Americans could wage.

For all his obscunty the foot soldier was, in fact, one of the m
that the Americans were able to sustain a series of disheartening
the first two years of the war and still continue the fight. Washing
generals relied on the poor unsung youth—the guerrilla fighter
capacity to survive in horrendous conditions proved crucial. |
understood what would later become a famous dictum of war, on
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lied in Vietnam two centuries after the
PP

American Revolution: The stand-
\wrmy that does not win, loses; the
ing ¢

guerrilla army that
te Joseph Plumb Martin, an out-of-work farm 1.
Privé

does not lose, wins.
hth Connecticut Regiment, was the
Egl

laborer who joined the

kind of young, penniless soldier who
je all the difference. In plainspoken but penetrating prose, inscribed in a
made €

kept through several enlistments, the seventeen-year-old Martin, born
m.“\\‘ tiny farming village of Becket in western Ma%sachuse(ts. showed‘ what
e ymmon soldier faced, endured, and—sometimes—survived. “We had
“N“:Hu to eat for two or three days previous, except what the trees ut‘the
“”: ;~ Tnd forests afforded us,” he wrote in mld-‘Dcu'mb‘vr 1777, as W;:al\nl:g,‘-l
. ny marched along a rutted road from Gulph Mills, on the Schuylkil
e t of Philadelphia, to the Valley Forge encampment where thc)'ly
Rigpr W \‘ the winter. “But we must now have what Congress said,
i spend Y R e the year of high living
y “ulf }. lled, “a sumptuous Thanksgiving to close the ),t.\r of h|§, - '3
Mhxtin recs ¢ rly seen brought to a close.” Congress had indeed called for
wehad now neatly See : day of wind and freezing rain, to
jay of thanksgiving on December 18, a da \ iivad AEE Gt et
o ricans that their tattered army still survived. e
remind America her sympathizing heart so wide upo
mindful of its suffering army, upcpcd er xix‘ R:c w&‘)rld o e
this occasion as to give us something to méx:doni&\“"- “Guess. You cannot
you think it was, “‘“d“r?_” it M“rnf‘ NW|ll 1 will tell you: It gave each
uess, be you as much of a Yankee :b V;)ﬁ:! :m‘mful of vinegar!” With four
puess, be y e a tablespoon| 4 g
};ud every man half a gill of Soe = lb n}d\m donation,” Martin contin
g ces of rice, “this extraordinary superabut : F 4 hear a sermon delivered
U“? “we were ordered out to attend a moefmg ’ not only starved but naked.
upon the happy occasion. .. The army was mmb efoot but destitute of all
upon hkl e I{ ‘w art were not only shirtless and bare Ses e
> greatest pa ' cured a smal
-”;( N; :nLun; especially blankets 1 P"“;_ul;:i ;):r:“ le:U( (while they lasted)
other clc o ¢ casins, which kept my casins “galled
> myself a pair of moccas 2 res of the moccasins “ga
and made my \-n ,r:\md.” Though the hard ?dhtf"‘i hundreds of my com-
from the frozen grou better than going barefoot, “as »d upon the rough
my ankles,” this was be ht be tracked by their blood up
ill they migh 1 o
anions had to, till they g
pm\\‘:‘ \ymund‘” e obliged to hear. The mmu[tl:z
s .counted the sermon the men s honorably. He acidad! el
Mt Fe o fulfil their obligations honorably. JE SCELCy o
urged the soldiers to fu 1d the freezing soldiers to sever, he heard it
cacher might also have 1€ U T 11y o apropos; however, he b0,
preacher mig; do, it would be hundred tongues
wages. But that would not Ao, as shouted from d‘ Congress's pitiful
3 - e’ pesentment at C¢ L
isery and the soldiers us«huwcd his true colors lm?n =
B dagplEe m, § thanksgiving, MY e was no remedy. "Oa, s not
ration for the day of However, there ion, 1 believe, was ;
prospect was indeed (‘rc‘]ry"‘d(;surli(vnl; but d!\‘Pe";“g’M in the defense ©
< or digpersion [des A .\ nga
tive but this or d"‘pu%:; not think of it We
thought of —at least I di

had e rined, to persevere
rere determ ¢
o nay, We were
1 try and were Wllhml‘ ndytlwr
our injured country a rere not altoge
as luﬂi' as such hardships were &

ice was over, it Wi
as soon as the service was ¢

intolerable.”
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Part 1 Colonial Society, 1492-1785

and in everyday life. No fault,

; , tavern, the church
field, the tavern, the ¢ O rance, for they:stoodiis

to wear in the i
be found with their military apf

however, could

an erect and a soldierly attitude m, and their riflemen had

eir ts had bayonets attached to thes
e i e uiet that we were utterly astounded. Nog

2k to the man at his side; and all the
e so slender, fine-looking, and

rifles, They remained so perfectly q

one of them made any attempt to Spe

men who stood in array \whu]‘\- ;:n \\“vr
B at it was a pleasure to 100 at them o
sine \Q(\"“Uk‘:!l‘l\ld o bt wonder that Dame Nature had .Lfl,d:l(::r ,u._: ¢
handsome race! As to their height, dear brother, the men .\um;,t f O,m ve
feet six to five feet seven inches, according to Prussian measure mLfl;\t, apdl
assure you [ am not telling an untruth when I state that men ,hf‘f \qu elght
to ten inches high were oftener to be seen than ll?nsc of \m‘!y ive feet five
inches: and men of larger height were to be found in al_l El\u ufmiame.s,
1 am perfectly serious when 1 state that lhg_- men of l:ngh:sh merica are
¢ Europe both as respects their

far ahead of those in the greater portion O . :
beauty and stature. In regard to the gentler sex, 1 will give you some details

of thern also when I arrive at Kinderhook; and now for a space devoiedi
American WIGS!

Few of the officers in General Gates's army wore uniforms, and those
that were worn were evidently of home manufacture and of all colors. For
example, brown coats with sea-green facings, white linings, and silver
dragons, and gray coats with yellow buttons and straw-colored facings,
were to be seen in plenty.

The brigadiers and generals had, however, uniforms to distinguish
them from the rest of the officers, and wore a band around the waist
to designate their respective rank. On the other hand, most of the colonels
and other officers wore their every-day clothes. They carried their muskets
(to which a bayonet was attached) in their hands; their pouches or powder-
horns were slung over their backs, and their left hand hung down by their
side, while the right foot was slightly put forward.

o Ak e e s e it s, e e
g x]‘ Y caped thick lambs' tails hanging down from the back;

. i the glistening black wig of an abbé surmounting some red and
c«.:ppcr-wlurud face; while in still another, white and gray clerical-looking
wigs made of horse and goat hair, and piled up 2

in successive iR
In looking at a man thus adorned one would ..rl\::t‘::‘tl: 1:(;2? had entire
sheep under his hat, with its tail dangling around his n’:« k. A § at deal of r&
fﬁm o omrr:umod for these wigs, not only because they are \:g;(w:i togive
e wearer a learned appearance, but because they are ol | gentle:
men composing the committees and those w ;nt»h‘\‘ri- |‘«!:u\:»\“:‘ 'lb:’ d" “:::‘lmn
The g_cm]umun who wear these different kind ‘r“ L:f e m '
between fifty and sixty years of age; and hay ing but |'v:\-|\i‘{\"¥t:' "“e to wear
them, you can imagine what a comical appearance they cut)\s:t')‘ltjnjem The
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People at War: Soldier,
" Soldiers and Civpiggs During g
e American g
eBolution

del rmination which caused the
be seen in their faces, as well as Eetofirtﬂ:}ia musket anq POWder-he,
espec ially in skirmishes in the woods. t they are not 1o be fov.w]edmvf'an
Seriously speaking, this entire nation has =
There were many regiments of Continentals 'mgtr}e\:t namr,‘?l military tajent.
not been pr}\perly equipped, owing to the lack of i CNEMY’s army who had
They have flags with all kinds of emblems and mm:“e and scarcity of cloh,
It must also be said to the credit of the enem (‘:s :
man among them ridiculed or insulted us; and nZ,{erz?&\e"'s' that not 2
Jeast sign of hate or malicious joy as we marched b Onet;ln evinced the
seemed [athef as though they desired to do us honO}:." i w: fciloer;tr;ryrhit
tent of General Gates, he invited the brigadiers and commanders O%J :“;

regiments to enter, and when they had done so h i
£ e pl
refreshments before them. placed all kinds of

A Lady's Adieu to Her Tea-Table, 1774

FAREWELL the Tea-board with your gaudy attire,
Ye cups and ye saucers that I did admire;

To my cream pot and tongs I now bid adieu;
That pleasure’s all fled that I once found in you.
Farewell pretty chest that so lately did shine,
With hyson and congo and best double fine;
Many a sweet moment by you I have sat,
Hearing girls and old maids to tattle and chat;
And the spruce coxcomb laugh at nothing at all,
Only some silly work that might happen to fall.
No more shall my teapot so generous be

In filling the cups with this pernicious tea,

For I'll fill it with water and drink out the same,
Before I'll lose LIBERTY that dearest name,
Because I am taught (and believe it is fact)

That our ruin is aimed at in the late act,

Of imposing a duty on all foreign Teas,

Which detestable stuff we can quit when we please.
LIBERTY'S The Goddess that I do adore,

And I'll maintain her right until my last hour,
Before she shall part I will die in the sause,

For I'll never be govern'd by tyranny's s

+-to-her-tea-tablehtm!

-ladys-adie
http: / /www.foodreferece com/htmi/a-ladys-a
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ife and Mother, 1777
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he day we Were turned off fro_m our 0
1d snow storm, with my feelings on
four in the afternoon, a cold,

are attempt- At .
1eg ‘make room for the sick of

nat and fatiguing journey,

and, after an unpleasa
at night at the Fork of the Rivers Rockaway, P
ing Womary, whose father and brother were

Rebel service, was much affected with my Situation and endeav
move me into anothe xt evening, after & most d
through snow and rain with much difficulty in changing Ca
selves and baggage, We arrived at Campbell’s Tavern at
mistress of which refused me admittance when she was i
family it was, alleging as an excuse that she expected a num
and notwithstanding my earnest entreaties only to permit mi
ter in one of her empty rooms for myself and children fro
of the weather, as 1 could make use of my own beds tho
The town was filled with Soldiers and the night a
flecting on my situation, a person came Up to me, looked
asked me to accompany him to his Uncle’s house with :
did not thank him, though T attempted more than once; he
tude in my countenance. On entering a room with a la |
fect on the children, whose stomachs had been exh
the dTahv that caused instant puking, and was near .; n
¢ next morning early, we again set off in a most
and snow, and rode until ten o'clock, when our youn

twelve o'clock
Haakinsack. A You

source: HOH. Vernon-Jacksor
: n, ed., “A Loyalist :
v December 176 Febrary 1777 Hitory Today 4‘39‘: ot
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Chapter 7 People at War: Solidiers
b: Sand Civilians Dyyi,
ring the Am,

erican Revolution

Jass a farm yard where they
My little Willing was almost

his arms. The man stopped, asked who we were ;‘:\[Y dear boy reached out

g v g : d, upon being i

by the driver, swore bitterly he would not give a droj PO being informed
offered him money, my chil : P to any Tory Bitch,

:dm\ e Y, my dren screamed; and, as [ could not prevail,

On my arrival here, it was necessary for me t
which my ;m)(iety was considerable unt}gl the cor:in';kgf St.;\?:re\rpaftes avit}:
had been obliged to leave me soon after setting off from Haakinsack, ’on ac-
count of th§ bagga.ge and the badness of the roads. About two hours ago,
they come in and inform me that, crossing the river on the ice at the ferry’
they were stopped and fired upon by a party of armed Rebels, nearly ld]lh\é
several of them (as a ball went through Old Sam's hat). Upon being shewn a
copy of General Washington’s pass, the original being with me, they
damned the General ‘for giving the mistress a pass,” and said they were
sorry they had not come a little sooner as they would have stopp‘ed the
whole, but swore they would make a prize of the three loads they had in
their possession, and immediately fell to plundering chests, trunks, boxes,
etc., throwing the heavy Articles into a hole in the ice, and breaking a barrel
of old fashioned China into a thousand pieces. The Officers of this party are
a Captain Dodd and Lieutenant Irvin. The former put on your new plaid
Gown which he wore.

The small remains of our property is now here; and, after paying the
drivers in hard money and expenses on the road, but little remains. With
that little, let us now, my dear Philly, be content, and though fortune frowns
we will still be happy, in each other. When we parted a few mon_ths ago, [
was hearty and blooming; but be not surprised, my dear Pappa, if you see
your Kitty altered. Indeed, I am much altered. But l(knuw your heart, you
will not love me less, but heal with redoubled affection and tenderness the
wounds received in your behalf for those principles fxf loyalty ;vll!fh dlf?[:\;
induced you to leave to the mercy of Rebels nine innocent children a
your fond and ever affectionate Wife,

CV.C

:N
!
:
!
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Chapter 0

Ulrban Life in the
Ei(/hlcmlb Century

A 1766 drawing showing Boston's skyline in the background, while focusing on
essatial to the town’s economic wellbeing: artisans, merchants, tradesmen, farmers

olonial American society was overwhelmingly agrarian—th
ighteenth century, farmers and their families represented o

of the fpopu(ation—but cities also prospered during this period.
cess of agriculture ensured their growth, for the primal function
Newport, New York, Philadel i p .
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Part] Suggestions for Further Reading

Greven, The Protestant Temperament: Py
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: omen is Darlene Clark Hine ang i
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(}:2 f:; :4]:;;:: m Founding Mothers and Fathers: Gen,,
O the Forming of American Sacity (1996). See also Mary Beth Nor:
Devil's Snare: The Salem Witcheraft Crisis of 1692 (2002) and St
Coontz, Marriage: A History from Obedience to Intimacy, or How |
qu"fmmbf of books explore the social history of the American Re
See the new approach in Gary B. Nash, The Unknown American Re:
The Unruly Birth of Democracy and the Struggle to Create America (2005
view that the Revolution was radical, see Gordon Wood, The Raiic;
the American Revolution (1991). For women, see Mary Beth Norton, |
Daughters: The Revolutionary Experience of American Women, 1750-150
Linda Kerber, Women of the Republic: Intellect and Ideology in Re
America (1980). Among studies of the Loyalist side of the con
Bernard Bailyn, The Ordeal of Thomas Hutchinson (1975); Robert M
The Loyalists in Revolutionary America, 1760-1781 (1973); and Wi
Nelson, The American Tory (191). Regional studies of the war
Robert Gross, The Minutemen and Their World (1976), and Robert | T
Western Masschusetts in the Revolution (1954). For the middle colon
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|
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fought, see George F. Schee
The Revolution’s impact on r
Politics of Revolution and Reus
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Chapter 8

~ The Onset of Industry: The Lowell Venture

Y

ial Revolution comes to America.

centers in the new nation experienced dramatic growth and change
g the first half of the nineteenth century. Established cities boomed
ones sprang up, with industry and commerce the focus of endeavor.
oads, and steamboats linked city to city and town to countryside,
' the movement of people, products, and ideas within the United
ol as between the young nation and foreign lands.
ile mill town of Lowell, Massachusetts, symbolized an evolving in-
r central to the dynamic new century. Its population of 200 in 1820
in 1830, 21,000 in 1840, and more than 33,000 by 1850. Most of the
these decades derived from an expanded work force of predomi-
ng, single women drawn to Lowell from their rural farm homes. Mill
getically sought such workers, for Lowell's founders wanted not only
ies but also to establish a model, ordered community under their

trol and direction.
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i o Work, and Protest in the Early Lowe
T_homas Dl.lb"n Zelf;gr Z‘:T:;Z]r; female operatives. during the T&;J Mij
describes the_[le:n emergence of a close-knit community of workers th
1840s. I_l detallshl :ubse"’ien( role envisioned' by the founders byt oy
only rejecte:d the later through political actmn,A pl.‘OtES(‘Ed against S
through strikes ar_)d atel ditions. What does Dublin identify as the Key f, Oy
poliies and workmgn:::f comi:num'ty among the operatives? What do“r o
contripyinaiio i “The Lowell mills both exploited ang lib,
author mean when he s‘a:est;hea;re-industrial .
ksl u;?ikr;::vnzt:lansan Robinson had worked in a Lowell mij |,
P 122 : e)('jm;ggkgov'e, more than sixty years and told of her experiences iy , 5
that she titled Loom and Spindle. The first dfzcument c’ont'ams an excerpt frop, this
he recalls her role in the mill workers’ strike of 1836. Hoy, ., 5,
ot s, in having been associateq With the
y aren e rig suffrag ould provide a mluet@theansw
Regulations governing employees of the Hamilton Manufacturing Ccmpdn/
of Lowell are set forth in the second document. In what ways do these Tules
reflect the social outlook of the owners?

As competition in the textile industry grew heated, working conditions dete.
riorated. During the 1840s, the mill workers turned to the government
redress. The final document, from testimony before a Massachusetts legislatije
committee investigating workers’ grievances, reveals those conditions and helps
explain why the mills were losing their appeal for American farm women by the
late 1840s and increasingly being staffed by immigrants.

11805

ESSAY

Women, Work, and Protest in the Early Lowell Mills
Thomas Dublin

im:lufied them on their American
xﬁs{\& Scali‘gf ‘;ll\e mills, the astonishing productivity of the powervd‘n\ en
‘o"Chmerywe ; . befact that women comprised most of the workforce. Vis-
e ’:f*:;:‘c Y the newness of both mills and city as well as by the
emale o cene stood in sharp contrast to the

; peratives. The s
gloomy mill towns of the English Industrial Revolution.

SOURCE: From “Women, =
Labor History, Taylor & Frapyis chf:i ﬂ;g:‘ﬁt in the Early Lowell Mills,” by Thomas Dub'i
Permission of the publisher, Taylo & Fract 0" N 1 PP. 99-112, 115-116. Reprinted »!"

ylor & Francis Ltd., http:/ /www.informaworld.com.
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_was, in fact, an impressive accompli
lishme
B lbaien family ¢ i;l‘ ent. In 1820, there had
M = 182“}’1 i family farms along the Merrimack Rive:
’ er, a group of Boston capitalis! .
o along the river and v e
ﬂgmsuf 5 and a nearby canal, and began to build
m;\ acturing center. C_)pen‘mg two years later, the first
d Yankee women recn'uted from the nearby countryside.
were constructed untl, by 1840, ten textile corporations
y-twO mills valued at more than ten million dollars lined the
river and nearby canals. Adjacent to the mills were rows of
g houses and tenements ‘which accommodated most of the

largest textile manufactur-
of women operatives changed as well. The
firms in Lowell and in the other mill towns brought the
on. Overproduction became & problem, and the prices
decreased. The high profits of the early years declined and
ditions for the mill operatives. Wages were reduced and the
within the mills was stepped up. Women operatives did not
without protest. In 1834 and 1836 they went on strike to
cuts, and between 1843 and 1848 they mounted petition

at reducing the hours of labor in the mills.

indicate the importance of values and
jod and also the transformation of

consciousness among operatives in
mmunity among women
s, The structure of work and the nature of housing con-

th of this community. The existence of community
g turn, was an important element in the repeated labor

dence among women in early Lowell was rololed in
‘work itself. Newcomers to the nnn:egere paxhgulnrly

fellow operatives, but even experien
le su
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" : Mill; and at first the s,
e he, an aprings n onsant o,
very frightful. S’he felt afraid to touch the loom, and she was |, st
she could never learn to weave . . . theA shuttle ﬂ‘ew out, ang
frl::e anew bump on her head; and the first time she tried to Spring
the lathe, she broke out a quarter of the treads.

so many

! resent a somewhat less difficult picture, ms; ing
:::‘eﬂ ;:ﬁ;:::m};ecame proficient and felt satisfaction in thei, mL
after several months at the mills. - ;

The textile corporations made prnv:slxons to ease the ad).us'tment of ney,
operatives. Newcomers were not immediately expected to fit into the
regular work routine. They were first assignfad work as sparehands and ,, ere
paid a daily wage independent of the quantity of work they turned out, 5, ,
sparehand, the newcomer worked with an experienced hand who instructeq
her in the intricacies of the job. The sparehand spelled her partner for g,
stretches of time, and occasionally took the place of an absentee. One v Oman
described the learning process in a letter reprinted in the Offering:

Well, I went into the mill, and was put to learn with a very patient
girl. . . . You cannot think how odd everything seems. . . . They set me
to threading shuttles, and tying weaver’s knots, and such things, and
now I have improved so that I can take care of one loom. I could take
care of two if only I had eyes in the back part of my head. . . .

After the passage of some weeks or months, when she could handle the nor.
‘mal complement of nnachi:!ery—two looms for weavers during the 1830s—
m mfamguhr ;}:’exawe departed, leaving an opening, the sparehand
i uﬁw this St}';f‘em of job training, the textile corporations contributed
developmen opment of community among female Operatives. During the most
difficult period in an operative’s career, the first months in the mill, she relied
upmo&erwumenworkersﬁorh-amm"gandsu rt. e
band. e i A ppo; t. And for every spare-
R i ﬁmv‘ae ‘whose T was in this process, there was an
Wmmld sen Ork was also af >cted. Women were relating
Y. Given the fring Process and not simply tending their machin-
high rate of turnover in the i
; A e mill workfo, , a large proportion
b e e Mo 1
ere spazehands. Consequently, oyer f e, TM21€S 0N the Company payrel
there in this month e forty Percent of the females employed
b worked with one another, & P
eptitious, carried outonly when the ¢ - Nor was this interaction sur
formally i 4 verseer looked elsewhere: ra ther, it was
In addog e and sanctioned by the tex; b ere;
addition to the integration of textile Corporations themselves.
often went o among regular . Sparehands, informal sharing of work
Operatives. A Women woyld Occasionally take
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or full day from work either to enj i i
_and fellow operatives would el:g\at:k:e:r\\’ :i:::);::;)r < ot
. . of
¢hat she might continue to eam wages during t::ro::li;:e -
ally paid on a piece rate basis, their wages bg' e
by the total output of the machinery they tended durin \:}\\g
4. With friends helping out during her absence, makmggsu:e
s kept running, an operative could earn almost a full wage
she was not physically present. Such informal work-sharing
way in which mutual dependence developed among women
ine their working hours.
tions also contributed to the development of community
tives. Most women working in the Lowell mills of these
‘housed in company boarding houses. In July 1836, for example,
t of females employed by the Hamilton Company
pany housing adjacent to the mills. Almost three-fourths of
lived and worked with each other. Furthermore, the work
ach that women had little opportunity to interact with those
npany dwellings. They worked, in these years, an average of
Their workday ended at 7:00 or 7:30 p.M., and in the hours
‘and the 10:00 curfew imposed by management on residents
boarding houses, there was little time to spend with friends
f,orpomﬁon."
iheboardinghouseslivedmdose quarhets,afactonhata]so
the growth of community. A typical boarding house accom=
erally crowded four to eight in a bed-
within the dwelling, and pressure
 The community of operatives
over into life at home as well.
in the lives of Lowell's

e for work in Lowell, a woman entered a setting very
sthing she had previously known. . - -

, house, the newcomer took the first steps in the process
her from an “outsider” into an accepted member of the
operatives. i
intothemillsandtheirnuual}unngwas
tem. Women generally did not
ly on their own- They usually came
older sister, cousin, OF friendf-—who had
... The Hamilton Company Register Bo:nk;

tives, having the same surname

s New England, lived in the same
comer was not accompanis by a friend oF
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i & 20, Hamilton Comp,,,
i directed to “Number 20, ail
relahye,' she w;fy';?ﬂie of the other corporations where hgr acquaing,
toa similar ad sf;,_—f with fellow operatives generally came in the by, |
lived. Her g‘sf,tco&\ne mills. Given the personal nature of recruitment j;, ,
horii;s at;:e,:fore newcomers usually had Lt.he cc;lmpany and suppor; ,
I ivel ir first adjustment to Lowell.
iend or relative in their h.rst'a just
mef‘uke recruitment, the initial hiring was a personal process. Once s Hieg

in the boarding house a newcomer had to find a job. She would gener,) "
- g

i i iend or with the boarding house keeper who v,
;ﬁumo;:c“gf\e‘:ﬁ‘m\f:;er in one of the rooms. If he had an opening, s,
might start work immediately. More likely, the overseer would know of ,,
opening elsewhere in the mill, or would suggest that something uld
probably develop within a few days. . . . .

The boarding houses were the centers of social life fm‘r women oper,.
tives after their long days in the mills. There they ate their meals, resteq
talked, sewed, wrote letters, read books and magazines. From among fcll
workers and boarders they found friends who accompanied them to shop,
to Lyceum lectures, to church and church-sponsored events. On Sundays o
holidays, they often took walks along the canals or out into the nearb,
countryside. The community of women operatives, in sum, developed in
setting where women worked and lived together, twenty-four hours a day

Given the all-pervasiveness of this community, one would expect it to
exert strong pressures on those who did not conform to group standards
Such appears to have been the case. The community influenced newcomers
to adopt its patterns of speech and dress. . . . In addition, it enforced an
mmﬁen code of moral conduct. Henry Miles, a minister in Lowell
w t::‘ way aT e‘;rnh:lch the community pressured those who deviated

n accepted moral luct:

mA girl, sut?e};fedfeﬁ im:\oralih'es, Or serious improprieties, at
e loses caste. Her fellow boarders will at once the house, if
the keeper does not dismiss the offen e

i I : der. In self-protection, there-
fore, the patron is obliged to put the offender away. Nor will her

former oompamerf walk h;z;th her, or work with her; ill at length,
finding Mske . obﬁe?dwm talked about, and pointed at, and
shunned, th’ef e brj.nggs dismrehevce.e her fellow-operatives of a presence

which operatives in a com . rated by a story (in the Oy ering)—in
mwﬂhwm/wi:::dm house begin to harborﬂsuspicinw
3 introduce m’;:h’ed Tepeated evening visits from 4
clare that they will Jeave if she is allow, other residents, Two boarders de-
€d to remain in the household. Th*
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r finally informed Hannah that she must ei

\in. She does not accept the ultimatum, but nlsl:t:)s\el;la; ;Z;?“: SQ:;
B 1y e oiithe Boardrs; about het canduct A
' Hannah's former friends continues to remain on cordial fenariy
i not concliide, however, that women always enforced a moral
to Lowell’s clergy, or to the mill agents and overseers for that
all, the kind of peer pressure imposed on Hannah could be
\r on women in 1834 and 1836 who on their own would not have
cuts. It was much harder to go to work when one’s roommates
about town, attending rallies, circulating strike petitions. Simi-
our petitions of the 1840s were certainly aided by the fact of a
amunity of operatives living in a dense neighborhood of board-
the extent that women could not have completely private lives
g houses, they probably had to conform to group norms,
e involved speech, clothing, relations with men, or attitudes
ten-hour day. Group pressure to conform, so important to the
women in early Lowell, played a significant role in the

nse of women to changing conditions in the mills.
to the structure of work and housing in Lowell, a third
neity of the mill workforce, contributed to the develop-
among female operatives. In this period the mill work-
eous in terms of sex, nativity, and age. Payroll and other
Hamilton Company reveal that more than 85 percent of those
july 1836, were women and that over 96 percent were native-
re, over 80 percent of the female workforce was between
d 30 years old; and only 10 percent was under 15 or over 40.
e homogeneity takes on particular si icance in the context
ture and the nature of worker housing. These three factors
‘that women operatives had little interaction with men dur-
‘Men and women did not perform the same work in the
lly did not even labor in the same rooms. Men worked in
| initial carding processes, in the repair shop and on the
filled all supervisory positions in the mills. Women held all
g operative jobs in drawing, speeding, spinning,
. A typical room in the mill employed eighty women
, with two men overseeing the work and two boys assist-
had little contact with men other than their supervisors in
ork, women returned to their boarding
c in there were few men. Women, then, worked and
minantly female setting.
the workforce was also homogeneous. Immigrants fol_'rg\ed
t of those employed at Hamilton in July 1836. In ad(ht{oﬂ,
only 3 percent of residents in Hamilton Company housing.
of women operatives was composed of women of New
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drawn from the hill-country farms surrounding Bobven
g?)gnls:;i;ﬁ;],(when experienced hands made fun of the”spt‘ech and el
of newcomers, it was understood that they, too, had been rusty” or “,
upon first coming to Lowell. This common background was
element shared by women workers in early Lowell.

The work structure, the workers’ housing, and workforce hOmogon. 4
were the major elements which contributed to the growth of commup;;
among Lowell’s women operatives. To best u.nderstand the larger implic,.
tions of community, it is necessary to examine the labor Protests of {
period. For in these struggles, the new values and atFltudes which developeq
in the community of women operatives are most visxble,.

In February 1834, 800 of Lowell's women operatives “turned-oy; .
went on strike—to protest a proposed reduction in their wages. Tp,,
marched to numerous mills in an effort to induce others to join them; and, at
an outdoor rally, they petitioned others to “discontinue their labors uny|
terms of reconciliation are made.” Their petition concluded:

Resolved, That we will not g0 back into the mills to work unless
our wages are continued . . . as they have been.

Resolved, That none of us will go back, unless they receive
us all as one.

Resolved, That if any have not money enough to carry them
home, they shall be supplied.

The strike proved to be brief and failed to reverse the Pproposed wage reduc-
tions. Turning-out on a Friday, the striking women were paid their back
Wwages on Saturday, and by the middle of the next week had returned to
work or left town. Within a week of the turn-out, the mills were running
near capacity.

This first strike in Lowell is important not because it failed or succeeded,
but simply because it took place. In an era in which women had to overcome
Wﬂmﬂymworkmﬂiemiﬂs,itismarkable&\atﬁ\eywould further

accepted middle-class bounds of female Propriety by participating
textile mills certainly considered the turn-

Lawrence Company, described
sic] display.” He wrote further, in
“This af we have paid off
¢ presume that they will leave town on Monday.”
%m because of the relation-

‘ illiam Austin probably ex-
when he wrote: “ notmﬂ\sp;(;ldmg the

dreg
Usti
ANothg,

T Y
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assumed an attitude of ben i

and found it particulaﬂye E:umbﬁ:&‘::‘;“ et
to their advice. The strikers were not me S peii
e erely unfeminine,
mm;msta.nding, women chose to turn-out. They did
reasons. Fu'st, the wage cuts undermined.the )slen‘se o
al equality which was an important element in their Yank::
these wage cuts were seen as an attack on their economic

a prime motive for the strike was outrage at the social
»f the wage cuts. In a statement of principles accompanying
was circulated among operatives, women expressed well
;mselves which prompted the protest of these wage cuts:

wer
iect is to have union and exertion, and we remain in
of our unquestionable rights. We circulate this paper
obtain the names of all who imbibe the spirit of our Pa-
s, who preferred privation to bondage, and parted
renders life desirable—and even life itself—to procure
for their children. The oppressing hand of avarice
us, and to gain their object, they gravely tell us of the
the time, this we are already sensible of, and deplore it.
want of assistance, the Ladies will be compassionate
but we prefer to have the disposing of our charities
s; and as we are free, we would remain in posses-
kind Providence has bestowed upon us; and remain
f freemen still.
ats in the proclamation the women drew on their Yankee
their turn-out with the efforts of their “Patriotic Ances-
pendence from England, they interpreted the wage cuts
/e” them—to deprive them of their independent status

these Yankee operatives were subordinate in early Low-
’ mic order, but they never consciously accepted this sta-
| to do so became evident whenever the mill owners
e the power they possessed. This fundamental contradic-
biective status of operatives and their consciousness of it
1834 turn-out and of subsequent labor protests in Low=
e corporations could build mills, create thousands of jobs,
to fill them. Nevertheless, they bought only the work:_:s
then only for as long as these workers chose 0 S azk
s return to their rural homes, and they had a senfé
dignity, factors limiting the actions of management. . - -
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pserve how the different reasons for the f i
fasting influence on them. Notice in each"c“a';:"t‘:eoifr;hisce two cities exerted a
social class, and political structure. How does Maier's espsa thOf geography, war,
Boston, America’s third city in population and prosperit i é:l;: to explair_x why
forefront of events leading to the Revolutionary War? YRy Wistocdiinite

The documents following the essay provide a vi e
By the outbreak of the Revolution, Phiégeiphia I'?a‘(/ileb‘/;cgofrszoctohleY _C(?lomal C|ty
Jargest city and within the British Empire was second only to Lgn?jr;: _Amenca >
tion and prestige: In cities as on the frontier, colonial Americans Ie:':eodpu(::
value of cooperative effort; voluntary militias, barn raisings, and husking bees
provide ap‘t examples. ‘Oneb of the chief advocates of cooperative ventures in an
urban setting was BerTJamm Franklin. He is credited with organizing America’s
first cooperative !gndmg library, the first adult self-improvement group (the
Junto), and, described in the initial document, the first adult volunteer fire
department.

Visitors to Philadelphia found qualities to admire other than the city’s coop-
erative spirit. The second document gives the impressions of Swedish botanist
peter Kalm during his 1748 visit to Philadelphia. What factors did Kalm deem
most significant in accounting for Philadelphia’s rapid rise to prominence?

Philadelphia also illustrates a fact of early American urban life that often
goes unnoticed. City dwellers had to overcome numerous hazards: fires, street
crime, primitive sanitary facilities, and epidemics of cholera, malaria, and yellow
fever. The third document describes the yellow-fever epidemic that struck
Philadelphia in 1793, causing the deaths of more than 5,000 of the city’s approxi-
mately 55,000 inhabitants. What does the document reveal about the state of
medical knowledge in the late eighteenth century? i

The English cities of the east coast were not the only ones experiencing
growth during the eighteenth century. The future American city pf New Orleans,
then the capital of France’s Louisiana colony, also impressed visitors. The final
document is from a letter by a French naval officer, Jean-Bernard Bossu, who vis-
ited New Orleans in 1751. In what ways was Bossu's response to what he sawvlr;
New Orleans similar in tone to that of Peter Kalm's descr‘\pt\on.of Ph\lfzfieipf;fzv
Notice the diverse populations in both cities. Leners.and memoirs btyovi!;:::ir;la(:
Kalm and Bossu often played a key role in encouraging Europeans

to America.
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ile the women’s traditional conception of themselves as jpg,

dentvl}:l}a‘tieg}:?ers of freemen played a Ao sale 1; :\eltgu;n-oqt, this 'ﬂ]' tor
acting alone would not necessarily have‘ triggere: tde 4 strike. [t Woug
have led women as individuals to quit work and return to thej e
homes. But the turn-out was a collective protest. When it was announ,
that wage reductions were being coqsxdered/ women bega_n to hold 1y,
ings in the mills during meal breaks in order to assess tactical possib; fiog
Their turn-out began at one mill when the agfent discharged a womap, Whe
had presided at such a meeting. Their procession through the streets pyq, q
by other mills, expressing a conscious e.ffort to enlist as much Support o
possible for their cause. At a mass meeting, the women dr?‘A_/ UP a resoly,
tion which insisted that none be discharged for their participation i,
turn-out. This strike, then, was a collective response to the proposed wage
cuts—made possible because women had come to fcrn.\ a _“gommumh " of
operatives in the mill, rather than simply a group of individual worker,
The existence of such a tight-knit community turned individual oppositig,
of the wage cuts into a collective protest.

In October 1836, women again went on strike. This second turn-out 1y,
similar to the first in several respects. Its immediate cause was also a wage re.
duction; marches and a large outdoor rally were organized; again, like the ;.
lier protest, the basic goal was not achieved; the corporations refused to restore
wages; and operatives either left Lowell or returned to work at the new rates

Despite these surface similarities between the turn-outs, there w ere
some real differences. One involved scale: over 1500 operatives turned oyt
in 1836, compared to only 800 earlier. Moreover, the second strike lasted
much longer than the first. In 1834 operatives stayed out for only a few
days; in 1836, the mills ran far below capacity for several months. . . .

Differences between the two turn-outs were not limited to the increased
scale and duration of the later one. Women displayed a much higher degree

of organization in 1836 than earlier. To co-ordinate strike activities, the,
m‘ ] FﬂctaryAer]s Assoaahon According to one historian, member-
ship in the short-lived association reached 2,500 at its height. . ..

ents within the mill. ..

to sl mil g Association and in their efforts
a&‘.ﬁé’m m i OPeratives revealed that they had been
as “daughters dmvw byﬂ’\e H .ly, they acted not simply
rations, but also as industrial workers j m‘PWflOns of the textile corpo
Wmﬁ‘:’:mﬂh intent on improving their position
Was a decline j;

‘M“My:mm Protest among women in the Lowell mils

- During the 1837-1843 depression, textil
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1 twice reduced w
ages with oV
SBecause of the "\‘quvn:““ evoking a collective
years, workers probs y of productior ksl R
probably accepte 0 cutbacks
4 to reduce wages or clos pted the mill agentw’ e
ges or close entis Hph.:
the expansion of producti rely. But with the rety iy
protests among wnmo:“ﬁ" the mid-1840s, e il nd
Il'\dl::E ftl“ected ﬂuchlat(u;\s i: ‘trlx:‘;:‘lru g “:‘:"“‘.‘l
prompt turn-outs, but it eviden BT S Brosatity
ber ;v;‘s_ ently facilitated collective \‘\:‘:::‘\\
e protests of the previ
N Ous 9
political. Women did nF:“ tum:n(nl:'udh Aoy
petition cam % 4 in the 1840s; rather, they
o paigns calling on the St i s
Jabor within the mills. These campaij "mmu legislature to limit
when 2,000 and 5,000 operativesg re: rvead@d kh‘,.‘r g Bt
to curb the wage cuts, or the e i
- 3 3 e lspeed-up and stretch-o
mill owners, peratives sought to mitigate the c i
by reducing the length of the workig d o iy 5
et:w\~ omic struggles, they now sougght :: y Hxvmg hq'm he
tical action. The Ten Hour Movement, s::“ fevu;‘thmr v
outgrowth of the unsuccessful tum—o’ ts el
B cuggtes, uts of the previous
ggles, the Ten Hour Movement i
‘of operatives and an attempt to maintai thwashanAasscrm\n
ditions of industrial capitalism. i i g
's Ten Hour Mov! ike the i
I 5 ement, hkg the earlier turn-outs, was
P pants’ sense of their own worth and dignit
 time, however, [it] also indicted the rowth of i
d a mounting feeling of comr?mn' b e
a realization that their interests and tho:eyo?‘:\hor'\g o
tical, that they had to rely on themselves ande;\:)teg\: lc?
tl: achieve a reduction in the hours of labor Or:;
5 .tter :o a State legislator, expressed this rejection of
Jlism: “Bad as is the condition of so many women, it
e if they had nothing but your boasted protection' to
ve at least learnt the lesson which a bitter experience
those who style themselves their ‘natural protectors’ are
A ‘peedfu/ : | help, but to the strong and resolute of their
n attitude, underlying the self-organization of women in
n campaigns, Was clearly the product of the industrial

d the Ten Hour Movement were in large
nce of a close-knit community of women
based on the work structure, the nature

kforce homogeneity. Womer were drawn
£ newcomers; by the
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nced hands by living = compeny boarding h,
2 5 ial activities in their leisyre

v rellgl?us,;d au ﬁ::»?r:xlé le‘irfos?lﬁng, they came to rely u;‘l,w‘:““‘ [
avg‘zx;}liler;g;: ;ﬁ;lé‘silp and support. Understandably, a community ’«'w‘,‘; E
deveTl'ﬁ?ed ::lr\:i:S T;,T.;nunity as well as the common cultural tradyg,
which sY:nkee v%omen carried into Lc}‘vell were major elements hat
governed their response to changing mill conditions. The pre-indygt;,
tradition of independence and self-respect made them Parncularly Sensitiy
to management labor policies. The sense of community enabled thep, o
transform their individual opposition to wage cuts and to the Increasiny
pace of work into public protest. In these la}?or struggles women operat,
expressed a new consciousness of their rights both as qukers and a5
women. Such a consciousness, like the community of women itself, was one
product of Lowell’s industrial revolution.

The experiences of Lowell women before 1850 present a fascinating
picture of the contradictory impact of industrial capitalism. Repeated labo,
protests reveal that female operatives felt the demands of mill employment ¢,
be oppressive. At the same time, however, the mills provided women with
work outside of the home and family, thereby offering them an unprecedenteg
point of entry into the public realm. That they came to challenge employer
paternalism was a direct consequence of the increasing opportunities offerc
them in these years. The Lowell mills both exploited and liberated women 1
ways unknown to the pre-industrial political economy.

sharing among experiel

—_—

DOCUMENTS
b MU

Recollections of a Strike (1 836), 1898

t indignation was felt, and it was
e. The mills were shut down, and
several corporations to the “grove”

on Chapel Hill, listened to “j i
rmers. e to “incendiary Speeches from early labor

One of the girls stood on :
’ a pump, and gay. B ot he
companions in a e Bave vent to the feelings of her
neat speech, declaring that it was their duty to gl'ebiﬁt all

mim-m
YOKTY. Crowel, 1898), 5133, " 2" "4 Spindie o Life Among e Barly Mill Girls (New
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cutting down the wages. Thi irst ti
ic in Lowell, and thge event‘sz::::aszﬂ::“j‘ Biean e
Mel prise and consternation
e down the wages was not their only grievan

Hitherto the corporations had %agl: twencgl-[;;:e‘ }2::!:‘); c‘:us;
‘poard of each operative, and now it was their purpose to }:f
sum; and this, in addition to the cut in wages, would mak: A
t least one dollar a week. It was estimated that as many aas
r fifteen hundred girls turned out, and walked in procession
streets. They had neither flags nor music, but sang songs, a
- rather inappropriate) one being a parody on “Iwon’tbe a nun.”

a pity, such a pretty girl as =
e sent to the factory to pine away and die?

anot be a slave.”

tion of this first strike (or “turn out” as it was called) is very
in a lower room, where I had heard the proposed strike
mently, discussed; I had been an ardent listener to what
this attempt at “oppression” on the part of the corporation,
took sides with the strikers. When the day came on which
 turn out, those in the upper rooms started first, and so
that our mill was at once shut down. Then, when the girls
d irresolute, uncertain what to do, asking each other,
’ or “Shall we turn out?” and not one of them having the
off, I, who began to think they would not go out, after all
e impatient, and started on ahead, saying, with childish
care what you do, I am going to turn out, whether any one
d out, and was followed by the others.**
back at the long line that followed me, [ was more proud
been since at any success I may have achieved, and more
‘ ever be again until my own beloved State gives to its
ight of suffrage.
mt;;gt:‘orporaﬁong where I then worked took some small
supposed ringleaders; on the principle of sending the
d away from her boarding-house,
prevent the older

child, and her you could

actually was @ brief earlier strike in 1834. (Eds)

months old.
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“Regulations to Be Observed,” Hamilton Manufactmmg
Company, 1848

Regulations to be observed by all persons employed in the factories of the
Hamilton Manufacturing Company. The overseers are to bg always i, . ;
rooms at the starting of the mill, and not absent ulj\necessarlly during v,
ing hours. They are to see that all those employed in their rooms, are in, 4, .
places in due season, and keep a correct account of their time and Work
They may grant leave of absence to those employed under them, when, .,
have spare hands to supply their places, and not otherwise, except in c,..
of absolute necessity.

All persons in the employ of the Hamilton Manufacturing Compaj,
are to observe the regulations of the room where they are employed. T},
are not to be absent from their work without the consent of the overseer,
except in cases of sickness, and then they are to send him word of the caus.
of their absence. They are to board in one of the houses of the company and
give information at the counting room, where they board, when they begin,
or, whenever they change their boarding place; and are to observe the
regulations of their boarding-house.

Those intending to leave the employment of the company, are to give at
least two weeks' notice thereof to their overseer.

All persons entering into the employment of the company, are consid-
ered as engaged for twelve months, and those who leave sooner, or do not
comply with all these regulations, will not be entitled to a regular discharge
The company will not employ any one who is habitually absent from
worship on the Sabbath, or known to be guilty of immorality.
physician will attend once in every month at the counting-room, to
vaccinate all who may need it, free of e: i

~ Any one who shall take from the mills or the yard, any yarn, cloth or
ompany, will be considered guilty of stealing

will be made ;mmﬁdy, including board and wages. The
made up to the lﬂﬁteS;turduy but one in every month, and

of | week.

considered part of the contract, with which all

lvmpbymn

t of the Hamilton Manufacturing

JOHN AVERY, ACENT

; 1%@»-& ary History of American Industrial Socictv
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A Mill Worker's Grievances, 1845

who testified was Eliza R. Hemmingway.

ths in the Lowell Factories, 2 yearsg:[mu t{‘esi\;;\:i;:r\;i
Hamilton Corporations. Her employment is weavix’\g—
The Hamilton Mill manufactures cotton fabrics. Tlhe
w at work in the Middlesex Mills, and

fabrics. She is no
r wages average from $16 to $23 a month exclusive of

ed of the hours for labor being too many, and the time
In the summer season, the work is commenced at
ontinued till 7 o'clock, p.m., with half an hour for break-

of an hour for dinner. During eight months of the

is allowed for dinner. The air in the room she consid-
ome. There were 293 small lamps and 61 large lamps
in which she worked, when evening work is required.
iohted sometimes in the morning. —About 130 females,
en (between the ages of 11 and 14) work in the room
ood health as children

the children enjoyed about as &

ut 9 months out of 12. The other 3 months

that there is no day when there are less

mill from sickness. Has known as many
ften, on account of sickness. There was

in the Winter months: though in the

%
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The Cherokee Removal: An American Tragedy

Along the Trail of Tears.

ost people are aware of the fate of Native Americans as white settlement
Mpushed ever westward. However, one episode in the history of white-
Indian relations is in many ways unique and constitutes one of our nation’s dark-
est moments: the forcible removal and transport in 1838-1839 of thousands of
Cherokees from their ancestral homeland in the Southern uplands.

Ironically, no other Indian nation had responded so fully to Thomas Jeffer-
son's urgings that they abandon their nomadic ways and pattern their lifestyle
after that of the whites. Jefferson had told Congress in 1803, “In leading them
[the Indians] thus to agriculture, to manufactures, and civilizations; in bringing
togetAher their and our sentiments, and in Preparing them ultimately to partici
pate in the benfﬂts of our Government, | trust and believe we are acting for their
greatest good.” In 1806 :lefferson congratulated the Cherokee chiefs on the
progress they had made in farming: “Go on, my children, in the same way and

Willba .= you advance n it the happier and more respectable you

BRI Tl of Tears# 9raphically describes the Cherokees

yal by both state and federal govern

Dee Brown’s e
Pprogress toward “civilization,” and the betra
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| leaders. The Cherokees were not th
from their ancestral lands, yet the |al;E°r:\‘Za';‘::‘ev z'l\sm:‘vica:s
their behalf was atypical. How do you account for the :p;f:,‘eny(
en the strong contemporary sentiment against the removal
s and the failure to prevent it?
ents following the essay provide eloquent examples of the
ated on both sides of the removal controversy. The first is from
the Cherokee Nation” (July 1830), which sets forth the Cherokee
| proposed by President Andrew Jackson. The second is from
's Second Annual Message to Congress (December 6, 1830).
o descriptions of the life awaiting the Indians in the new west-
ou find more convincing? How did Jackson
who objected to white encroachment on Indian land?
to removal was particularly strong in the Northeast among the
gaged in causes of charity and moral uplift. Among them was
a well-known advocate for the education of women, The third
circular she wrote and distributed that described the plight of
called upon women to take up their cause. Considering that
d the right to vote and hold political office, how did Beecher
| be an effective force in defeating the Indian Removal Act?

ESSAY

The Trail of Tears

Dee Brown

838, Brigadier General Winfield Scott with a regiment of
t of infantry, and six companies of dragoons ‘marched
Georgia. On May 10 at

ital of what greatest Indian nations

Scott issued a proclamation:
of the United States sent me with a powerful
in obedience to the treaty of 1835, to join that
who are already established in pruspent): ‘::

e of the Mississippi. - - - emigration mus!
‘haste. . ..'['hef?llmoonofMayisalready on the

another shall have passed away every Cherokee
4 child . . . must be in motion kojointhelrbret!\ren

,

:30-39.
et + American Histoy lsted7 Gune 1972):
: ?c:wm-gm'm publisher of America” History Il
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in the West. . . . My troops already occupy many position,
thousands and thousands are approaching from every g, "
render resistance and escape alike hopeless. . .. Will yoy g, b
resistance compel us to resort to arms? Or will you by flight Seck |
hide yourselves in mountains and forests and thus oblige ys 1, huny
you down? Remember that in pursuit it may be impossible 1
conflicts. The blood of the white man or the blood of the req ,,,
may be spilt, and if spilt, however accidentally, it may be impossib|
for the discreet and humane among you, or among us, to Prevent ,
general war and carnage.

For more than a century the Cherokees had been ceding their lan,| tho,
sands of acres by thousands of acres. They had lost all of Kentucky ang
of Tennessee, but after the last treaty of 1819 they still had remainir it
35,000 square miles of forested mountains, clean, swift-running rivers,
fine meadows. In this country which lay across parts of Georgia, Nort, ¢ =
olina, and Tennessee, they cultivated fields, planted orchards, fenced ..
tures, and built roads, houses, and towns. Sequoya had invented a syllabary
for the Cherokee language so that thousands of his tribesmen quickly |
to read and write. The Cherokees had adopted the white man’s way —hi
clothing, his constitutional form of government, even his religion. But it |,
all been for nothing. Now these men who had come across the great ocean
many years ago wanted all of the Cherokees’ land. In exchange for their
35,000 square miles, the tribe was to receive five million dollars and another
tract of land somewhere in the wilderness beyond the Mississippi River.

This was a crushing blow to a proud people. “They are extremely
proud, despising the lower class of Europeans,” said Henry Timberlie
who visited them before the Revolutionary War. William Bartram, the
botanist, said the Cherokees were not only a handsome people, tall, grace-
ful, and olive-skinned, but “their countenance and actions exhibit an air of

imity, superiority and independence.”
er since the signing of the treaties of 1819, Major General Andrew
c a man they once believed to be their friend, had been urging
Cherokees to move beyond the Mississippi. Indians and white settlers, Jack-
son told them, could never get along together. Even if the government
wanted to protect the Cherokees from harassment, he added, it would be
unable to do so. “If you ca mﬁm us in Georgia,” a chief retorted
“how can you protect us from si r evils in the West?”

During that period of urging, a few hundred Cherokee families
$ mail | united and refused to give up any
cil leaders passed a law forbidding any chict
Cherokee land on penalty of death.
mwmkhﬁdem, he knew that in
> the frontier states. Free land for the land-hungn

ned
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n .smapcr policy. He hammered
b a, where waves of settlers fro away at this theme
2 inio the highly desirable Cherokee m the coastal lowlands
| they would help elect him Presxd::gm\‘gy' He promised the
Pt for it would lend his sup-
% citizens and could not vote in o ent. The Cherokees, of
e te in opposition. To the Cherokees
- this promise, Jackson justified his positi
Cherokees had fought on the side of the Biti position iy
& A e British du
Was. He conveniently forgot that the Ghasokesstad ring the
q been his
Jesperate War of 1812, and had saved the day for him i
over B'B British-backed Creeks at Horseshoe Byend (O“r::i
jiefs who aidled Jackson was Junaluska. Said he afterward: “If 1
 Jackson Wl)uk% drive us from our homes I would have killed
s after Jackson was elected President, the Georgia legislature
all the Cherokee country within that state’s borders.
e land was in Georgia and three-fourths of the tribe
endence as a nation. The Georgia
slished all Cherokee laws and customs and sent surveyors
sts of 160 acres each. The 160-acre lots were tobe distributed
; of Georgia through public lotteries-
o the on the Cherokees, gold was discovered near
the heart of their country. For many years the Cherokees had
W deposis, but now the secret was out and a rabble of
sctors descended upon them.
Cherokees' leader, ‘hurried to Washington f© protest the
re’s actions and to plead for justice. In that year Ross was
was. well-educated and had been active in Cherokee
since he was 19. He was adjutant of the Cherokee
t Horseshoe Bend. His father had been
ts who settled near the Cherokees and

N oss found s athizers in Congress: but most of them
::s and mygt?ﬁokee case was thus drawn into the
Ross called upont Andrew Jackson to request his
told him that 10 protection could be a?forfied the
Jling to move west of the MississiPP!
on, alarming fne}sa
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ESSAY

Boston and New York in the Eighteenth Century
Pauline Maier

My title was inspired by George Rudé's Paris and London in the Ei
Century, though my concerns were not his. In the course of worl
urban politics in the Revolutionary period I l?ecame aware of h(yw.
ably different were Boston and New York—different not just in their
and politics but in feeling, in character, in that wonéerfully all-encon
thing called culture. Their differences were neither incidental nor eph
to a remarkable extent the distinctive traits each city had devel
end of the eighteenth century survived into the nineteenth and
twentieth century. And so I propose to consider those differences, he
began and persisted over time, and their more general importance
ican history.
Any such exercise assumes that the subjects of inquiry were:
ble, that is, that they had some essential identity in common up
distinctions were grafted. The existence of such a common identity
early American ports on the Atlantic seaboard is in part obvious.
remains a problem relevant to their comparability that is worth
with, one that has troubled me and, I suppose, other students of
since ﬁrst encountering Carl Bridenbaugh’s path-breaking books
the Wilderness and Cities in Revolt. That is, by what right do we
gether quton, New York, and similar communities as “cities” be!
Consider the gulf between Rudé’s subjects and mine. He

at a quick pace—from 575,000

SOURCE: Pauline Majer, “Bog,
& Maier, ton and New y, i
American Antiquarian Society 91, Pagy 2(Oct. Zlorlk“:;; )u‘f?; 195.

th Cent
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to his family. A lottery claimant was living in hj, beay,
::(xin:ao]ilptel-?eegoosa River, ;lnd Ross had to turn north toward T ennes, "'
find his fleeing wife and children.

During all this turmoil, President Jackson and the governor of :
pressed the Cherokee leaders hard in attempts to persuade them to ¢
their territory and move to the West. But the chiefs stt_)od firm. Somg
they managed to hold the tribe together, and helped dispossessed 5,
find new homes back in the wilderness areas. John Ross and his family |
in a one-room log cabin across the Tennessee 1i.|_'1e. .

In 1834, the chiefs appealed to Congress with a memorial in which
stated that they would never voluntarily abandon their homelanq
proposed a compromise in which they agreed to cede the state of Geo,
part of their territory provided that they would be protected from iny, Sion
in the remainder. Furthermore, at the end of a definite period of years to b
fixed by the United States, they would be willing to become citizens o | he
various states in which they resided.

“Cupidity has fastened its eye upon our lands and our homes,” the,
said, “and is seeking by force and by every variety of oppression and Wrong
to expel us from our lands and our homes and to tear from us all that has
become endeared to us. In our distress we have appealed to the judiciary of
the United States, where our rights have been solemnly established. We
have appealed to the Executive of the United States to protect those rights
according to the obligation of treaties and the injunctions of the laws. But
this appeal to the Executive has been made in vain.”

This new petition to Congress was no more effectual than their appeals
to President Jackson. Again they were told that their difficulties could be
remedied only by their removal to the west of the Mississippi.

For the first time now, a serious split occurred among the Cherokees. A
small group of subchiefs decided that further resistance to the demands of
the Georgia and United States governments was futile. It would be better
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and within a few days draft
y ted a prelimi
g preliminary treaty fi
4 ﬁ.en’ al\no;zce(d th‘;t a council would be ;ydg rlal:‘:r
New Echota, Georgia, for the purpose of negotiating and

0 gﬂe::tgf?éluo‘\)ﬂzda,sb;h:’emss increased between the two
; ery small minority, but th

of the United States Government behind me;n and eﬂy\ e
were used to force a full attendance at the c’ounci\ V::::;
er 22, 18}5. H.?x\dbiﬂs were printed in Cherokee and dis-
the nation, informing the Indians that those who did
be counted as assenting to any treaty that might be made.
ven days which followed the opening of the treaty council,
Cherokees, or about 2 percent of the tribe, came to
te in the discussions. Most of the other Cherokees
orsing a petition to be sent to Congess stating their opposi-
,,‘» But on December 29, Ridge, Boudinot and their followers

the lands of the great Cherokee nation. Ironically, thirty
rsonally executed a Cherokee chief named

o of a treaty which gave away Cherokee lands.
by the Ross forces were denied by government
afterward it was discovered that the Secretary of
e ts into the Cherokee country with authority to
bribe chiefs to support the treaty of cession and removal.
treaty signers were handsomely rewarded. In an era
id buy many times its worth today, Major Ridge was
ived several thousand dollars each.
id for their improved farmlands, but the

mnwhile completed gathering signatures of Cherokees
o the treaty. Early in the following Spring 1836, he took
ton. More than three-fourths of the tribe, 15,964, had

overwhelming vote
f the Cherokees ar¢ too

ongress. Representative
tg::eis the Cherokees as

body of

itted that he represented a
e have the Cherokee lands opened E;\mr
single oné of them would second what h¢
f the Chero might remove him
ot do otherwise except at the expense
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of his honor and conscience. Daniel Webster, Henry Clay, Edwarq | ver
and other great orators of the Congress also spoke for the Cherokees, "

When the treaty came to a final decision in the Senate, it passeq by ony
one vote. On May 23, 1836, President Jackson signed the documen;, Accy,
ing to its terms, the Cherokees were allowed two years from thgy day |
which to leave their homeland forever.

The few Cherokees who had favored the treaty now began Making ¢}
final preparations for departure. About three hundred left during tp,; y
and then early in 1837 Major Ridge and 465 followers departed by boats ¢,
the new land in the West. About 17,000 others, ignoring the treaty, TeMaineg
steadfast in their homeland with John Ross.

For a while it seemed that Ross might win his long fight, that Perhaps
the treaty might be declared void. After the Secretary of War, acting une,
instructions from President Jackson, sent Major William M. Davis t, the
Cherokee country to expedite removal to the West, Davis submitted 4 frank
report: “That paper called a treaty is no treaty at all,” he wrote, “becaus. ;
is not sanctioned by the great body of the Cherokees and was made with
their participation or assent. . . . The Cherokees are a peaceable, harm|es,
people, but you may drive them to desperation, and this treaty cannot b
carried into effect except by the strong arm of force.”

In September 1836, Brigadier General Dunlap, who had been sent ity
a brigade of Tennessee volunteers to force the removal, indignantly dis-
banded his troops after making a strong speech in favor of the Indian.
“Iwould never dishonor the Tennessee arms in a servile service by aiding to
carry into execution at the point of the bayonet a treaty made by a lean mi-
nority against the will and authority of the Cherokee people.”

Even Inspector General John E. Wool, commanding United States
troops in the area, was impressed by the united Cherokee resistance, and
warned the Secretary of War not to send any civilians who had any part in
the making of the treaty back into the Cherokee country. During the sum-
mer of 1837, the Secretary of War sent a confidential agent, John Mason, Jr.
to observe and report. “Opposition to the treaty is unanimous and irrecon-
cilable,” Mason wrote. “They say it cannot bind them because they did not
‘make it; that it was made by a few unauthorized individuals; that the nation

Cup Started, instructing his officers not to fire on the
 case of resistance. “If we get possession of the women
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rst,” he said, “or first capture the
BBty come mj’ pture the men, the other members of
, an ethnologist who afterwards talk

. s talked with Che N

‘ordeal, said that squads of troops moved u\\:\\‘l;:‘l‘\:::\:
ch out every small cabin and make prisoners of al th
ey e 5 s of all the

: Y might be found. “Families at dinner
y the sudden gleam of bayonets in the doorway and rose uj

vith blows and oaths along the weary miles of trail that led l‘:\

were seized in their fields or going along the

eimed in going along the road,

M their spinning wheels and children from their play.

g for one last look as they crossed a ridge, they saw

nes, fired by the lawless rabble that followed on the heels

o loot and pillage. So keen were these outlaws on the scent

ces they were driving off the cattle and other stock of the

ore the soldiers had fairly started their owners in the

d one of the Georgia militiamen who participated in the
pught through the Civil War and have seen men shot to
by thousands, but the Cherokee removal was the
er knew.”
i was futile, most of the Cherokees surren-
thin a month, thousands were enclosed in the stockades.
Landing near the site of present-day Chattanooga, the
ires began. Eight hundred Cherokees were forcibly
of six flatboats lashed to the side of a steamboat.
, passage over rough rapids which smashed the sides of
ey landed at Decatur, Alabama, boarded a railroad train
; and terrifying experience for most of them), and after
were crowded upon a Tennessee River steamboat

managed to escaj and make their
ee country, but most of them were eventually
mdmveldmisfomedm'gnﬁmmesummer

& water and food were often contaminated- First
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When John Ross and other Cherokee leaders back in the concen,
camps learned of the high mortality among those who had gone aheaq X“f
petitioned General Scott to postpone further departures until g, "
Although only three thousand Cherokees had been removed, Scott g,
to wait until the summer drought was broken, or no later than Octobey |
Cherokees in turn agreed to organize and manage the migration yp,,, -
selves. After a lengthy council, they asked and received permission to i,
overland in wagons, hoping that by camping along the way they woulq
suffer as many deaths as occurred among those who had gone on the
boats.

During this waiting period, Scott's soldiers continued their searches (,
more than a thousand Cherokees known to be still hiding out in the e,
wildernesses of the Great Smoky Mountains. These Cherokees had .
nized themselves under the leadership of a chief named Utsala, and 4
developed warning systems to prevent captures by the bands of sold
Occasionally, however, some of the fugitives were caught and herded by
to the nearest stockade.

One of the fugitive families was that of Tsali, an aging Cherokee. Wi,
his wife, his brother, three sons and their families, Tsali had built a hideout
somewhere on the border between North Carolina and Tennessee. Soldiers
surrounded their shelters one day, and the Cherokees surrendered without
resistance. As they were being taken back toward Fort Cass (Calhoun, Ten.
nessee), a soldier prodded Tsali's wife sharply with a bayonet, ordering her
to walk faster. Angered by the brutality, Tsali grappled with the soldier
tore away his rifle, and bayoneted him to the ground. At the same time,
Tsalis brother leaped upon another soldier and bayoneted him. Before the
remainder of the military detachment could act, the Cherokees fled, vanish-
ing back into the Smokies where ‘they sought refuge with Chief Utsala. Both
bayoneted soldiers died.

Upon learning of the incident, Scott immediately ordered that Tsali
must be brought in and punished. Because some of his regiments were
being transferred elsewhere for other duties, however, the general realized
that his reduced force might be occupied for months in hunting down and
capturing the escaped Cherokee. He would have to use guile to accomplish
the capture of Tsali. g

Scott therefore dispatched a messenger—a white man who had bect
adopted as a child by the Cherokees—to find Chief Utsala. The messenaet
was instructed to inform Utsala that if he would surrender Tsali to General
Scott, the Army would withdraw from the Smokies and leave the remainis
fugitives alone.

y V&mw Utsala received the message, he was suspicious of Scott>
MM he considered the general’s offer as an opportunity to 2"
tame. mm the passage of time, the few Cherokees remaining i
the Smokies might be forgotten and left alone forever. Utsala put
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li: If he went in and surre;
i X nd
his death might insure the ﬁe:r

ed, he would
probably by
dom of a thousand fugyﬁvz

t hesitate. He announced that he woul,

d go and surrender to
: 11, several members of

okees reached Scott’s headquarters

the
i gnd three sons arrested, and then conden?x::irtak:e(::\d;ietdo

0 impress upon the tribe their utter helplessness bef:
ernment, Scott selected the firing squad from Chero\tre
the stockades. At the last moment, the general s, e:\
n because he was only a child. v
ce, however, Tsali and his family gave the Smok:
chance at survival in their homeland. Time was 02,1
Utsala had hoped, and that is why today there is a small
n on the North Carolina slope of the Great Smoky

ag of the drought of 1838, John Ross and the 13,000 stock-
began preparing for their long overland journey to the
ed several hundred wagons, filled them with blankets,
old people and small children, and moved out in sepa-
ng a trail that followed the Hiwassee River. The first
d on October 1.
was in readiness for moving,” said an observer of the
ms were stretched out in a line along the road through a
ips of persons formed about each wagon. The day was
but a gloomy thoughtfulness was depicted in the linea-
In all the bustle of preparation there was a silence and
that betrayed the sadness of the heart. At length the word
Going Snake, an aged and respected chief whose head
d whitened, mounted on his favorite pony and led the
ed by a number of younger men on horseback. At this
sound of distant thunder fell upon my ear . - - a voice of

for the wrong of my P :

oor and unhappy countrymen, dri-
from all they loved and cherished in medl:x;d of their
e cravings of avarice. The sun was unclouded—no rain
e in the distance.”

trains departed and then on Novem-
the West. The overland route

from
s ons, horsemen, and people on foot ran
::e:’:r% Tennessee across the Cumberland plcate;:e t:
north to Nashville where they crolsseq theK utucky
followed an old trail to HopkinsV lle, enumm:
estward to the Ohio River, crossing into 0!
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ok uth of the Cumberland. Moving str_aighl Westwarg .
;]{:snszﬁ xt‘:ra;ut:; Juou:\esboro and crossed the Mississippi at Cape G;,, .,
Missouri. Some of the first parties turned soutthZTrd thrqugh Arkang, “
later ones continued westward through Springfield, Missouri, anq on g,
Indl:nNTee‘l"Vné‘t’:é‘an der traveling eastward across Kentucky in Noverp,. i
December met several contingents, each a day apart fmr.n the others, «\; o
of the aged Indians were suffering extremely from the fatigue of the joun
he said, “and several were quite ill. Even age_d females, apparently p,
ready to drop into the grave, were traveling with heavy burdens attach
their backs—on the sometimes frozen ground, and sometimes muddy Streets.
with no covering for the feet except what nature had.glven them. .y
learned from the inhabitants on the road where the Indians passed, that they
buried fourteen or fifteen at every stopping place, and they make a journey ¢
ten miles per day only on an average. They will not travel on the Sabbath,
they must stop, and not merely stop—they must worship'the _Great Spirit, too;
for they had divine service on the Sabbath—a camp meeting in truth.”

Autumn rains softened the roads, and the hundreds of wagons ang
horses cut them into morasses, slowing movement to a crawl. To add 1,
their difficulties, tollgate operators overcharged them for passage. Their
horses were stolen or seized on pretext of unpaid debts, and they had no
recourse to the law. With the coming of cold damp weather, measles and
whooping cough became epidemic. Supplies had to be dumped to make
room for the sick in the jolting wagons.

By the time the last detachments reached the Mississippi at Cape
Girardeau it was January, with the river running full of ice so that several
thousand had to wait on the east bank almost a month before the channel
cleared. James Mooney, who later heard the story from survivors, said that
“the lapse of over half of century had not sufficed to wipe out the memory
of the miseries of that halt beside the frozen river, with hundreds of sick and
dying penned up in wagons or stretched upon the ground, with only
blanket overhead to keep out the January blast.”

Meanwhile the parties that left early in October were beginning to reach
Indian Territory. (The first arrived on January 4, 1839.) Each group had lost
from thirty to forty members by death. The later detachments suffered
= N';:’ m}g’d‘ 1839 did the last of the Cherokees reach their new
home - Counts Wemmod‘e ﬁ‘:fe the survivors and balanced against

- the removal. As well as could be est

S i b L

direct result of the enf 4 t of the deaths brought about as ‘hf

w*u"’hmﬂmma Ftozn that day to this the Cherokees
they cried,” or the Trail of Tears,

rly
to
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wim(;ut these articles, All our neighbors, in case of our remoya)
crowded into our near viciity, would speak a language totally differen;
ours, and practice different customs. The original possessors of th, i
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able auspices, and when the spirits are sustained by pleasin -~y
future, is attended with much depression of mind and sin.kjng VIfsmn\ “<h
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Chapter 6 Urban Life in the Eighteenth Century

The word “city” has not, however, distingui: .
much as by function. Historically it designatedg‘muc;?;:ngi\iecso?zmmz? 22
that served as centers for a surrounding countryside and as point: “I‘lhes
tact with the outside world. The word derives from the Lati.r? wori;i0 i
which the Romans used, as it happens, for a colonial situationafc;mti\s/
separate states or t‘ribes of Gaul, and then for their most important torwt .
They were also civitates in Roman Britain, but the Angles and Saxons us?d’
instead. Fhe word l{urh or .bumugh, adopt_mg city in the thirteenth century
for foreign or ancient cities, for large indigenous communities such as
London, and later for the chief boroughs of a diocese, those that became
cathedral towns.

Cities perform their centralizing function in many ways, most of which
were exercised by Boston and New York. Like other major colonial cities,
they were provincial capitals as well as important cultural centers wheré
newspapers and pamphlets were published, discussed, and distributed. But
above all they were commercial centers, Atlantic coastal ports where the
produce of the countryside was collected and shipped to the West Indies,
‘Africa, or Europe and exchanged for products or credits that could in turn
be exchanged for goods of foreign origin needed by colonists in both city
and country. Later cities became the merchandising centers for manufac-
tures of either rural or urban origin, whose “reach” and therefore whose
volume of business grew with the development of more advanced trans-
portation systems; they became the homes of banks, of insurance companies,
of stock exchanges. As they did so, they drew upon the efforts of increasing
numbers of people. But it was not the size of their populations that made
them cities so much as the functions Boston and New York shared with Paris
and London even when their people were counted in thousands, not tens or
hundreds of thousands.

From the beginning, moreover, colonial cities had a cosmopolitan char-
acter that distinguished them from muore rural towns, of whose people it
could be said, as [historian] George Homans wrote of thirteenth-century
hat they “had upon the whole more contact with one an-

English villagers, t e
their ships traded at pOrts—ot-caU

other than they had with outsiders.” While
in the Caribbean and the larger Atlantic world, the cities played host to
numbers of transients or “strangers,” whether in the laboring force or
among the more substantial persons of affairs who found business to trans
act at Boston or New York. Already in the seventeenth century Boston mer-
chants found themselves in conflict with their colony’s Puritan leaders,
whose effort to isolate Massachusetts from Old World contamination

> “The well-bei f
proved incompatible with the demands of commerce. l"lwinﬂwegeze::\‘iv‘;
trade,” [historian] Bernard Bailyn has observed, demanded the sl

ment of people and goods.” In the end the mercha B
was never such as made Boston altogether hospitable
particularly those of non-English origin. Only the Frenc

ants won, but the
to new im
h Huguenols—-the
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season will be submitted for consideration. In negotiating these tre,;,
were made to understand their true condition, and they have preferre 3
taining their independence in the Western forests to submxtnng to the |, ‘n
the States in which they now reside. These treaties, being probably ¢, |
which will ever be made with them, are cha}'actenzgd by great liberality
part of the Government. They give the Indians a hbera_l SUMm In consider,;
of their removal, and comfortable subsistence on their arrival at their ,
homes. If it be their real interest to maintain a separate existence, the,
there be at liberty to do so without the i.ncorl\veniences and ve)_(ah'ons to w
they would unavoidably have been subject in Alabama and Mississippi
Humanity has often wept over the fate of the gborlgﬂ}es of this country
and Philanthropy has been long busily employed in devising means to 5, ert
it, but its progress has never for a moment been arrested, and one by (,
have many powerful tribes disappeared from the earth. To follow t, the
tomb the last of his race and to tread on the graves of extinct nations excite
melancholy reflections. But true Philanthropy reconciles the mind to thes,
vicissitudes as it does to the extinction of one generation to make room fo,
another. In the monuments and fortresses of an unknown people, spreag
over the extensive regions of the West, we behold the memorials of a once
powerful race, which was exterminated or has disappeared to make room
for the existing savage tribes. Nor is there anything in this which, upon a
comprehensive view of the general interests of the human race, is to be
regretted. Philanthropy could not wish to see this continent restored to the
condition in which it was found by our forefathers. What good man would
prefer a country covered with forests and ranged by a few thousand sav-
ages to our extensive Republic, studded with cities, towns, and prosperous
farms, embellished with all the improvements which art can devise or
industry execute, occupied by more than 12,000,000 happy people, and
filled with all the blessings of liberty, civilization, and religion?

The present policy of the Government is but a continuation of the same
progressive change by a milder process. The tribes which occupied the
countries now constituting the Eastern States were annihilated or have
mma away to make room for the whites. The waves of population and
amﬁon are r‘olh'ng to the westward, and we now propose to acquire the
countries occupied by the red men of the South and West by a fair ex
S‘::g:’ ﬁ bt embo: the United States, to send them to a land

\elr existence may be prolonged and perhaps made perpetual
g';“bﬂ“s it will be painful to leave the graves ofpﬁe\reir ?athers; bur: what do
e o o e o e e i i
ernail b m%‘nth\own land our forefathers left all that was

ir. ¥ objects. Our children by thousands yearly leave the land of

these painful separations from ev s regions. Does Humanity weep 2

which the young heart be erything, animate and inanimate, witl
5t iy i me entwined? Far from it. It is rather 3

wil|

hich
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upposed that the wandering savage has a stronger at}t;ch-
than the settled, civilized Christian? Is it more afflicting to
 graves of his fathers than it is to our brothers and children?
the policy of the General Government toward the red
-al, but generous. He is unwilling to submit to the laws
‘mingle with their population. To save him from this alter-
ps utter annihilation, the General Government kindly offers
and proposes to pay the whole expense of his removal

immation of a policy originating at an early period, and
by every Administration within the present century—so

d so generous to the Indians—the Executive feels it has a
the cooperation of Congress and of all good and disinter-

Catherine Beecher's Appeal, 1829

. Circular
1 to Benevolent Ladies of the UL. States, December 25, 1829

in the affairs of the Indian nations in the United States de-
ate and interested attention of all who qake any cl;‘uns
humanity. The calamities now hanging OVer Beienn;;
ese relics of an interesting rac&, but, if there is awhole
os of the oppressed, are causes of alarm to our

tinent was once

.—This con
f¥ecass! esent them a5 2

the facts
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the Indians, and
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race numerous, warlike, and powerful. When our ff)reiathgrs sought .
from oppression on these shores, this people supplied their necesjy;,..
ministered to their comfort; and though some of them, when they .,
white man continually encroaching upon their lanc.i, fought br, avely for y,
existence and their country, yet often, too, the Indian has shed his 1
protect and sustain our infant nation. . :

As we have risen in greatness and glory, the Indian nations haye fadeq
away. Their proud and powerful tribes lmve_ gfme;_theu nobl.e sachemg
mighty warriors are heard of no more; and it is said the Indian ofter, .,
to the borders of his limited retreat to gaze on the beautiful coung,
longer his own, and to cry with bitterness at the remembrance of past
ness and power.

Ever since the existence of this nation, our general government, pursy.
ing the course alike of policy and benevolence, have acknowledged tp,,
people as free and independent nations, and has protected them in the Quiet
possession of their lands. In repeated treaties with the Indians, the Unjeg
States, by the hands of the most distinguished statesmen, after purchasing
the greater part of their best lands have promised them “to continue the Suar
antee of the remainder of their country For Ever.” And so strictly has gover.
ment guarded the Indian’s right to his lands, that even to 80 on to their
boundaries to survey the land, subjects to heavy fines and imprisonment.

Our government also, with parental care, has persuaded the Indians to
forsake their savage life, and to adopt the habits and pursuits of civilized
nations, while the charities of Christians and the labours of missionaries
have sent to them the blessings of the gospel to purify and enlighten, The
laws and regular forms of a civilized government are instituted; their sim-
ple and beautiful language, by the remarkable ingenuity of one of their race
has become a written language with its own peculiar alphabet, and, by the
printing press, is sending forth among these people the principles of knowl-

edge, and liberty, and religion. Their fields are beginning to smile with the
labours.of the husbandman, their villages are busy with the toils of the
mﬁm; SChOOJ;‘ arEf!'ising in their hamlets, and the temple
4 1s seen among their forests.

Ner are we to think of these people only as naked and wandering sav-
ages. The various grades of intellect and refinement exiot among them as
among us; and those who visit their chieftai

lood

great.

sexes. Mz\gdm are men fitted by native talents to shine among the
M’Mmm Fany land, and who have received no inferior degree of cultiva-
e Gmg them, also, are those who, by honest industry, have assem-
ed around them most of the comforts and many of the elegancies of life
*Chiefs.
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e their lands torn from them, and to be
aﬂnonujh;edat:gn, unless the feelings of a humane and Christ-
prevent the unhallowed sacrifice.
general government interfere to protect thesé nations,
-repeated treaties they are bound to do, nothin, c:rs\
.geat-es which surround them are taking such meagsures
drive them from their country, and cause their final

the females of this country some duties devolving upon
this helpless race?—They are protected from the blinding
it, and the asperities of political violence. They have
y struggle for power, nor any right to dictate the deci-
rule over them.—But they may feel for the distressed;
out the supplicating hand for them, and by their prayers
calamities that are impending over them. It may be, that
can lawfully be heard, even by the highest rulers of our
‘we not approach and supplicate that we and our dearest
d from the awful curses denounced on all who oppress
, by Him whose anger is to be dreaded more than the
can “blast us with the breath of his nostrils,” and scatter
before the storm. It may be this will be forbidden; yet still
Jewish princess who, being sent to supplicate for a
thus reproved for hesitating even when death stared her in
altogether hold thy peace at this time, then shall deliver-
_another place; but thou and thy father’s house shall be
who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for
"

is given to administer the sweet charities of life, and to
affection; and to her it may also be said, j‘W"ho knoweth

e to the kingdom for sud::l a cause ﬁra; _t;us?’ d .rejmce A
er the youthful group around your fireside, an ;

mﬁ; jgys, will g:m ?orget that the poor Indian lm;e;::
ould as bitterly mourn over all their blfxsted hopes.d e
y such treasured blessings, ponder with dread and athe
‘of Him, who thus forbids the violence, am;lh reli%r sress
, who either as individuals, or as nations, all opp!
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Chapter 10

Moving West

igrants traveling alond the Sweetwater River in Wyoming

movement of American settlement, which spanned a large part
teenth century, to this day continues to stir the imagination.
ons by the hundreds have crossed motion picture and television
e dust jackets of books. Frontier heroes the likes of Daniel Boone,
Buffalo Bill have become widely recognized names. Even so, the
have not revealed much about the personal dimension of the
se wagons.

made the decision to take the journey did
of new and fertile Jand to farm, like that which initially amaa_ed
ornia and Oregon; the search for a place to practice their religion
rence, such as led the Mormons to Utah; the dream of wealth, like

thousands to the gold fields of California and the si\v.er«ri'ch Cg‘r:
ada, Whatever their destination, they

motives and wherever their a o
wrenching experience of leaving home: friepds, ar;drfamlhes as wel
\a and difficulties of the long journey west. In his boo! S i

ga, David Dary draws upon letters, diaries: and journa

so for a variety of rea-
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vivid detail the story of those who made the 2,000-mile journey west on 4,
gon Trail. In the essay that follows from his book we are a_ble 1O View the ¢
ences of people who traveled by wagon train from Missouri to California ip, |
is a tale of both tragedy and triumph. What evidence does the author proyig
Americans of this era were a people on the move? Take note of the nyp,
states represented by the travelers on the trail. The essay concludes with the
of the tragic Donner party. What is your response to the author’s view of the
ical significance of that episode?
The first document is an excel

rpt from Frederick Law Olmstead's 4 o,

Through Texas (1857), in which the author describes caravans of emigrants he,
ing for Texas. (Olmstead, a famous landscape architect, wrote a number of v,
describing his extensive travels through the South.) Note the difference bet, 1

the makeup of the travelers to Texas and those on the Oregon Trail in term; ¢
ell as ethnic variety and status.

where they originally came from as w
The visions that inspired thousands to head west were shaped in large me;
and letters from those alrea
Y

sure by accounts in travel journals, newspapers,
arrived in the new territories. An example of such writing is found in the secong

document, a letter from an Oregon settler to a friend in lllinois. Identify the e|e.
ments in the letter that would most likely attract potential emigrants.

Those gold seekers who flocked to California by land and sea beginning iy
the winter of 1848-1849 generally came alone. They anticipated either sending
for wives and children or returning home after first striking it rich. Consequently
as evidenced in the third document, the appearance of a woman in a mining
camp could cause quite a stir. The final document provides a picture of Virginia
City, Nevada, the West's premier mining town, home of the Comstock Lode. It
was written by Samuel Clemens, who, before he took the pen name Mark Twain
worked as a reporter for the Virginia City Enterprise. Between 1860 and 1890, sil-
ver mining added $901,160,660 to the nation’s wealth, but, as the article makes
clear, for most miners it was a matter of boom followed by bust.

ESSAY

On the Oregon Trail
David Dary

W thing 3
0;51‘;: ;'r:.u?nix‘flm b?fmme i es of the emigrants following th¢
More than a dozen wmmwm thems later wrote their recollections
: the way that have survived and

source: From The Oregon Trail: An
©2004 by David Dary, Used by permission can Saga by David Dary, pp. 154-167. Copyre™
el of Alfred A. Knop, a division sf Random House, I
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pieces of information. At least sj

*"fmals. One of the better di;}:;:e:{im:\ kx‘s e
iger, who ha{i been born and raised or? Ey th“rw-yea‘-

- He served in the First Tennessee Mounted Ve

6 during the Seminole War and then re;\uf \éu\unlcers

‘and distilling, and later joined his father i g e

irdware. In 1840, Carriger moved to Missouri nuhacku_r 4
ary Ann Wardlow, a native of Highland Co\.lm»: eéeh'm

had tv'vo children but decided to leave Missz;ui EU-

ere Carriger purchased 160 acres of land, built a housoer

, and besan raising hemp, tobacco, and cereals. Soon he

out the fertility of California. Displeased with his farm and

: an)fox}e, Ca}'riger sold his farm for only $500, less than

building his house. In April 1846, Carriger, his wife,
ildren left Mississippi and returned to Missouri, deter-

family joined a company of emigrants that began crossing
r near Oregon, Missouri, in early May. It took several days
ons to be ferried across. Beginning on May 11, Carriger’s

it across the bluffs into the Prairie about 3 miles
in encamped and lay by the 12th.

bers have increased to 31 Waggons and are still
e to Cross.

th this day Joseph Blanton died and his family went
out with fifty Waggons from our Camp on Honey
a Water of the big Ome Haw

spent little time making his diary entries, but they
d tempo of overland travel. Carriger’s company blazed a
t between the Big and Little Nemaha rivers to a
road from Independence and St. Joseph, where they met
- emigrants with nine wagons belonging to the Reed and
Iilinois. They traveled together, arriving at the Big
find the stream swollen. That was on May 26 and the em-
amp to wait for the water level to recede. The women
‘the break and washed clothes while some of the men
: a catfish three feet long. That evening the
ith everyone to discuss the prepa-
preserved
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. During the night there was a rainstorm, b, at

?}::a;lf; x::‘clt:a:l:fxg blue. /f few men went in searchvof bee trees oy, .
tually returned with several baskets of_honeyA The emigrants were ;)
ing for the river to recede on the morning of May 29. The day was b
but there was a feeling of gloom throughout the camp. Farly tha; ,,
Mrs. Sarah Keyes, age seventy, the mother-in-law qf J. H. Reed fron j|
died. She had been in poor health. Her son had em_xgrated to Oregon , )
three years earlier, and she expected to meet him at Fort Hal|. ,
o’clock that afternoon Rev. Josephus Adamson Cornwall, a forty-eigh
old Presbyterian minister from Georgia, performed the fgneral Service
Sarah Keyes’s body was laid to rest in a grave that today is marked o, | not

sville, Kansas.
= f;ﬁbg:;}; later the company was able to cross the Blue Riye,
move northwest toward the Platte River. When they reached a p,,, .
Indian village on the Platte, the emigrants gave the Indians Presents ,,
an ox, which the Indians killed, cooked, and ate. In his diary, Cy;
mentions that a woman fell under the wheel of a wagon and was |, 1
hurt. Two days later, June 6, Carriger noted: “One boy [seven-year.q g
Enoch Garrison] fell and two wheels run over one leg and the other foot
and ancle near cutting the leg off breaking the bone.” The company wen;
into camp and some of the emigrants did what they could for the by,
Two days later the company resumed travel with the injured boy carrieg
in his family’s wagon.

Within a few days the boy’s condition worsened and three men 1 ere
sent to locate a doctor in one of the other emigrant companies. They try,
eled back along the trail and apparently stopped at each emigrant cothm
and asked if they had a doctor. After traveling about thirty miles withoy
finding one, they came upon a large company in camp, captained by
Wllham H. Russell. When asked if they had a doctor, someone pointed to
Edwin Bryant, who with two friends was heading for California. Bryant
former editor of the Louisville (Kentucky) Courier, was well educated and
had treated some emigrants in his company as a “good Samaritian,” but he
was not a doctor. He told th!s to the three men, but they insisted he accom-
g at?)}l, dtl;:m bad:,:;:’mhe;eo?;;“ company was camped, What happened next

After a most fatiguing and exhausting ride, we reached the
mfm::;:; which I had been called abogut five o’clock, p.m. .
belmge;e 1 fommeh;m of the unfortunate family to which the boy
ready fon e ﬂwaﬁo;&:::;d Out upon a bench made of planks,
from the mother, that the e I'would perform. I soon learned,
ously, That a pe,mm accident had occurred nine days previ-
some linen loosel, abour:mthf:‘mg 10 be a “doctor,” had wrapped

4 leg, and made a sort of trough or plank
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| eperthn e  and the
tenance, and 1 w rings that death S
- hours, much less s:s satisfied that he Lok i
stating to her that t""lve an operation. # ot =
‘s death, and ad. 0 amputate the i B e
: §pece: a d to his pains whi L o
\ ’b‘l’bﬂmusn;m:my’ all parﬁcipat‘i’: el decm‘i“é
nder the K nin a i
S and mm?ns, not thus inﬂr.tumstancgs_ Sher;::cfedmg v
again, that all ef give up her child wi povne
r age fottito ; without ai
e anguish of whi save him would e
could not satisfy :’hmh e vas riowe S iy -
e =" Co]\;\other’s affection. S}i coul
. A Canadian et brace of dath,and . md 2
, was present, and state an, who belonged to t_hjsmb -
. . d that he had iy
surgeon in some hospital, B
b ore o P , and had seen m: e
1d performed, and that he w oy i
eclined doing i Sl
[ ing it, an Wl putate the
involuntary shudder whenmo'-her el L
the weeping woman, and Uil
of the li ] saw the i o
: it boy. The instru preparations made
er-knife, a carpenter’s han i Kooy
o o dsaw, and a shoemaker"
e arteries. The man commenced ashin; i
around the calf of the S
. He o of e leg, which was in
then an incision just bel e
\ . but before he had compl B aee
i mp eted that amputati
concl that the operation should be o
. r these demonstrations the bo; e
st y never uttered
complaint, saw from the change i i
gk e ge in his counte-
_ The operator, with i
r, without noticing this, pro-
rd was drawn round
it, so tight
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Faneuils, Bowdoins, Rivoires, and their like—found a welcome there and
were easily assimilated. Sriwe di
New York’s population was more diverse in OLigin, .mciu g PErSOLE
of Dutch as well as of French and English origin along W“hu g
of Germans, Irishmen, Jews, and other Europeans SN ?SLsu Sianag
numbers of Africans. Manhattan and the nearby _C"U;hf; OAmeiincga Xslland
had the largest concentration of blacks anywhere in : or L numba ove
the plantation colonies. The city also absorbed substan €rs) of
migrants from New England.
The diversity of New York’s peO}’lesI has, ed
ated, for they were, like Boston’s people, predo > =
pean CalviniZts who shared, out of diverse hj§tor1Fa1]:e?<P§;'1§E§e;' meﬂ}-;tjm
hostility to “papism” and to Catholic Absolutism in Franc % . - | o
Manhattan’s Sephardic [of Spanish or Portuguese origm] Jews sharediy
some measure this “Protestant” culture, for they had suffered from the
same forces that the Dutch [had] and fought in their long §t‘ruggle for na-
tional independence—the Spanish monarchy and the Catholic .Chu}'ch. With
people already so alike, the “melting pot” could melt: by the mid-eighteenth
century . . . younger persons of Dutch descent, particularly on Manhattar},
spoke mostly English, attended the English church, “and would even take it
amiss if they were called Dutchmen and not Englishmen.” French
Huguenots [Protestants] who first arrived at New York in the seventeenth
century also gradually became Anglicans, helping to make the city by the
late eighteenth century far more culturally unified than it had been one
hundred years earlier or would be a century later, when Italian Catholics,
the Ashkenazic Jews of Eastern Europe, and other decidedly alien people
were added in great numbers to the older “native stock.”

In the course of the eighteenth century, Boston and New York also gave
evidepce of a new anonymity among their people that reflected the growth
of &hgxr populations. That development was slow in coming. Certainly there
Icma{ned much of the small town about Philadelphia, tk
can cities in 1771 when Esther DeBerdt Reed re
don that “the people must eithe;

however, often been exagger-
ominantly Northern Euro-

he largest of Ameri-
ported to her father in Lon-

¢ r talk of their neighbors, of whom they
know every particular of what they both do and say, or else of marketing. . .

- We hardly dare tell one another our thoughts,” she added, “Jest it should
sprea(% all l?VCI fown/;lso, if anybody asks you how we like Ph’iladelphiﬂr you
must say very well.” The newspapers published in colonial cities in their
very dearth of local news also testify to the way ei 'hteentl;- tury urban
People knew their news without reading about itsThere wC\en L?we\’“
sxgnf of chgnge. [Historian] Thomas Bender citeg (lvwe appesz Lr%, ?crafts-’
men’s gds in New York newspapers of the 1 as e:/} 1p)ml:an;‘e U tisans
were f?ndmg it necessary to announce their exlslen‘x”;mLe e who
mlg]}?t 1? an efarlier iay have known of it without suL:h t(gr:(:\‘:lnl:g:iect The
publication of city directories at New York in lf86 and Boston in.1789
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then applied and the limb. amputated. A few drops of blood oy
oozed from the stump; the child was dead—his miseries were oy,
The scene of weeping distress which succeeded this trag,
cannot be described. The mother was frantic, and the brothers 4,
sisters of the deceased boy were infected by the intense grief of th, >

parent.

Bryant was then asked to visit the father of the dead child, wh,
fering from inflammatory rheumatism_ 1

lying prostrate in his tent suff
man had been devouring his ‘medicines like food, believing large quang;
would produce a fast cure. Bryant advised him to cut back on the amoyp,

medicine. Bryant was then invited to attend a wedding in the camp. |
performed by Rev. Josephus Cornwall of Russell’s company, in the ten .
the bride’s father. Bryant recalled: “The wedding-cake was not frosted
sugar, nor illustrated with matrimonial devices, after the manner of Um;
tioners in the ‘settlements,” but cake was handed round to the whole p
present. There was no ‘music or dancing on the occasion. The company sep
arated soon after the ceremony was performed, leaving the happy pair i
the enjoyment of their connubial felicities.” i
It was dark when Bryant left the wedding. In the distance he saw the
torches and lanterns of a funeral procession. From the wedding Rev mn?
Qornwall had gone to the wagon of the dead boy to conduct a funeral (\
vice. Now the boy’s remains were being taken to the spot where a grave had
been dug near the trail. While watching the funeral procession, a man -
proached Bryant and told him that a woman in a nearby emigra;n (m‘n lr
had just given birth to a baby and both mother and child were doing F:\\“\
Bry::\‘t: ;valked a:eva); :hnd later wrfo::: “I could not but reflect upon the s 3
ncurrence of the events of the day. A ve
and a birth, had occurred in this wﬂderneyss, wcilte}?:\l :i\i?af::(eeml,‘a \-“dd
and within two hours’ time; and tomorrow, the pl g
o o g places where these events
taken place, would be deserted and unmarked, except by th
the unfortunate boy deceased!” : Qe
The company Edwin Bryant w: i i
o R e
L e s enry Russell, a hard-
Nichu“omlas‘g Cotnty in the Kenfuel iegisl m::fe a lawyer and represented
Brealandiof Baltimore, landy S all in 1830 and married Zanette
e b i ]Mbutywithm sseu:bwho was a large man, boastful
came to the attention of Henry Cla Fg;s B oo -
retary. Russell moved to M.issouriyin 18;1 B ved as Clay s ==
and s 1541 waa appinted 115, 1, served in the Black Hawk War
some point he was given the c&m&lﬁl fD: the District of Missouri. At
Russell ‘one evening su y title of “Colonel.” The story goes ™!
ening supposedly mistook a chorus of “tu-whoo’s” from





image78.jpeg
ke T

Chapter 10 Moving West

a challenge of “Who are you?”
william H. Russell, of Ker):tuckyie Sie e

Lo  bosom friend of Henry

; . Like Bryant,
fornia and was elected captain of the comga:y' ;u:\f:}}tvgg

led Bryant; former Missouri i
Grant Boone, a g‘randdaugch'::: l’(l;\fo l'D'jalnb'u;-HBBOEgs P
lative, probably Albert G. Boone, a r\eph]:w e
carrying _thirty-one members of the ]ames‘ B Re:d :y§
b Donner families and their hired hands joined the company
ell had managed to keep cohesion among the emigza‘r’\!sya.s
ed across what is now Nebraska, but disputes over fire-
petty grievances, and complaints about almost anything
ceive, made it difficult for Russell to keep everyone happy.
ie, Russell resigned as captain. He said he was suffering
of “bilious fever,” something many other captains had com-
Boggs was elected captain as the emigrants rested
Fort Laramie. On June 29, a twenty-two-year-old man
the post and saw Colonel Russell “drunk as a pigeon.”
so saw emigrants purchasing supplies. The young man
_none other than Francis Parkman, who had also traveled
ouri.

e son of a well-known Unitarian minister in Boston, fin-
on at Harvard and headed west in 1845 to find Indians and
to regain his health after his studies. . . . Returning east,
account of his four-month journey, which was published
er magazine between February 1847 and February
as published as a book in 1849 titled The California and
e a classic and was reprinted many times and through
y was a perennial favorite of high school students.
ing Edwin Bryant was bound for California. So were a
party, including ‘William H. Russell, whose company
Independence. By the time Russell resigned as captain,
:nd a few other men in the company were dissatisfied with
the travel. In the vicinity of Fort Laramie, Bryant traded
for mules with packsaddles and associated trappings.
pany apparently did the same, and the following day,
arty of nine men including Bryant and Russell set out.
n July 17, Bryant and the others arrived at Fort Bridger.
companies arrived at the trading post with thfm they
th west to Fort Hall. The following day Bryant's party
Benoni M. Hudspeth, who earlier in the summer had
B i [ ansiord W Hastings tojexplore 2 15
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e ho with a small party . .. will start in advay,
oo }fudsped&wm‘li?es which intend traveling by this Toute,

pecac comk;;n further explorations—has volunteere, :
the purp = f ::he € 1t Plain, a day’s journey west of the [, "
guide us as :‘ such was my own determination, I wrote Sever,
Lake. AIthO“g-;ends among the emigrant parties in the rear, 5, i
letters to m);lt take this route, but to keep on the old trail, vj, For
ing them m,’m:ﬁon was different from theirs. We were mounteq
galﬂue;sc}::;lno families, and could afford to hazard eXperimen
and m’ake explorations. They could not.

Bryant and the eight other men in his party along with Hudspey,
three men from the emigrant parties set out on ]ul)f 20. "_I'hat same d,
ford Hastings, who had been waiting for late California-bound o1
to arrive, decided to move on and took those who hagfl gotten there ang left
Bryant’s group, led by Hudspeth, made better time since they had ng .,

ons, but soon unseasonably cold weather set in, and a few days later p,
and the others could see forest fires in the mountains. In late July the,
reached the Great Salt Lake, where Hudspeth and his party left to e
the area. Bryant's party made preparations to cross the Salt De.
west of the Great Salt Lake. Early in August they started and soor

entered upon the hard smooth plain . . . composed of bluish clay,
incrusted in wavy lines, with a white saline substance, the first repre-
senting the body of the water, and the last the crests and froth of the
mimic waves and surges. Beyond this we crossed what appeared to
have been beds of several small lakes, the waters of which have evap-
orated, thickly incrusted with salt, an

d separated from each other by
small mound-shaped elevations of a white, sandy, or ashy earth, so
imponderous that it has been driven by the action of the winds into

these heaps, which are constantly chan,

ay |

n

ging their positions and their

these ashy undulations, some-
times sinking to their knees, at others to their bellies, cr

that rose above and hung over us like a dense fog.

eating dust

Lang
ans

Mpanie,

Wwag.

TYant

Xplore
Sert, to the
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Chapter 10 Moving West

, Bryant and the others f
ollowed ] i
B oo R o e Riverove:
G;‘lay‘ gust 31 and Sutter’s
culated the following tabl i
e
i m‘ile‘t of distances from Indepen-

der_\cet, Mg., to Fort Laramie 672 mil
ort Laramie to “Pacific Springs,” (South P: S
the “South Pass,” (Pacific Springs)) 2= 30

Bridger 133~
Bridger to Salt Lake, 106
1 Lake _to Mary’s river [Humboldt River], 3157
s river to the “Sink,” AL
. “Sink” to Truckee Lake, [Donner Lake] 134"
ee Lake to Johnson'’s, 115
n’s to Sutter’s Fort, 36"
ce from Independence,
sutter’s Fort in California, 2091 ”
ce from Sutter’s Fort by land,
of San Francisco,
Pueblo of San Jose,)
outh of the Bay of S. F.,
from the Pacific Ocean, is 200"

Total 2291 miles

Fort Bridger, Bryant had sent letters to emigrant friends
to follow the same route for the reasons already stated, but
ons of emigrants set out from Fort Bridger to follow Lans-
route. Before arriving at the fort, they and other emigrants
y, who was carrying an open letter from Hastings, whose
Oregon and California was published in 1845. The Guide had
i ’s letter advised
f wait for them at Fort Bridger to
newly explored cutoff route south of the Great Salt Lake.
| the new route would reduce the distance by as much as
and cut the time it would take to reach California.
y emigrants traveled by way of Fort Bridger is not
o did continued on to Fort Hall and Oregon. But there
ed Lansford Hastings over his cutoff. By the time the
arrived at Fort Bridger, Hastings had already left 1_eada‘nng
/ho had gotten there earlier. The eighty-seven eﬂ“z‘t .
r y debated whether to follow the Hastings cul Om .-E
y would and apparently were given so
. The Donner company set out
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5 summer to leave Fort Brig
southwest, the last emigrams ﬂ:;vzled without much difficy, "
California. For several days “ the head of Weber Canyon, the, [

iforni River near the g ) Y

they reached the We:‘:ck in the split of a snctl;‘ addr(eis;ed m‘in\b emig,
er from Hastings ¢ : ote that the road down Webe, -~ s
‘l::g might be following. Hasmh\eg;lg;:amd it was doubtful if wagqr,
was in terrible condition, a:elo w. Hastings urged all emigrants to ,,,
be able to reach‘;hé’g]:lgvﬂ the mountains. In his letter he faintly
canyon road, and oW . ...

the }‘;ifefﬁ"“s g a;‘:n;h;uc]:,:‘;l;ny a month, instead of a week,
It had taken the Bridger to the Great Salt Lake. The emigrants 4
the distance from Foet Cmf;;d in a valley called Twenty Wells, whe,
oeaver gl andd old water. There they prepared for their jo,,
found wells of PUc mme party was ready, they started in the ¢, (.,,,‘f s
across the Salt Pla:];me next day, and the next night, suffering from pie, "
traveled au ng‘dtlmg and heat during the day. Some families lost thei; ﬂ:
cald:atdnﬁhlteave their wagons. Some of their possessions were loaded oy, the
andmaim'n way and the rest were buried near their abandoned transpor
;;ym ﬂ:campaga:)' neared the end of the Salt Plain desert, the emigrants took
an inventory of their provisions and realized they were not suffici?nt to re;
California. That night there was a storm, and by morning the hilltops vy,
covered with snow. Two members of the party, C. T. Stanton and Willin,
McCutchen, offered to go ahead to Sutter’s Fort and get provisions. The ty,
men left, and the rest of the party soon resumed its journey. Days later it
reached Gravelly Ford on the Humboldt River and afterward the Truckee

River. The spirits of the emigrants were raised when C. T. Stanton, returning

with two Indian vaqueros sent to help by Captain Sutter, met the emigrants

along the Truckee River. Stanton brought seven mules loaded with provi-
sions. McCutchen had taken ill and remained at Sutter’s Fort.

As the Donner company climbed the Sierra Nevada in late October
snow began falling. Winter was beginning a month early. Virginia Reed"
recalled:

tlin,

ach

When it was seen that the wagons could not be dragged
through the snow, their goods and Pprovisions were packed on oxen
and another start was made, men and women walking in the snow
up to their waists, carrying their children in their arms and trying to
drive their cattle. The Indians said they could find no road, so a halt
Wwas called, and Stanton went ahead with the guides, and came back

and reported that we could get across if we kept right on, but that it
would be impossible if snow fell. He was in favor of a forced march
until the other side of the summit should be reached, but some of
our party were so tired and exhausted with the day’s labor that they
“Virginia Reed was twelve years old in 1846, (Eds.)
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could not take another ste ; S0
the night might bring yiell:ied t}o\et{‘e:/ nv‘\;l'l\_\(z’kne\; i
i three miles of the summit, That night come. 11
) A;?und the campfires under the trees great fmethlhE
,‘:,,huhng down. The air was so full of them tke\:x §'y
only a few feet away. . . . We children slopt
our cold bed of snow with a soft white mantle falli:
ckly that every few moments my mother would havge
~shawl—our.only covering—to keep us from bein
In the morning the snow lay deep on mountain ang
heavy hearts we turned back to a cabin that had been
> Murphy-Schallenberger party two years before.

nts constructed tents out of wagon canvas and others built
ks have since been written about what happened to the

during the weeks that followed. There was cold, starva-
d some of those who survived did so by living off the flesh
d. On February 19, 1847, the first of several rescue parties
where the emigrants were located and began to take
s Ranch. William O. Fallon, an old mountain man and
wth relief party, kept a journal. He described what he found:

on’s on the evening of April 13th, and arrived at the
Bear Valley on the 15th. Hung our saddles upon
sent the horses back, to be returned again in ten days,
ain. Started on foot, with provisions for ten days,
to the head of the valley and camped for the night,

2 to 3 feet deep.
early in the morning and traveled 23 miles, snow

Reached the Cabins between 12 and 1 o’clock. Ex-
some of the sufferers alive, Mrs. Donner and Kies-
ar. Entered the cabins and a horrible scene
— human bodies terribly mutilated, legs, arms, and
|in every direction. One body, supposed to be that of
y near the entrance, the limbs severed off and a fright-
ull. The flesh from the bones was nearly consumed
aded the place. The supposition was that

when a sudden shout revived our hopes, and we
of the sound, three Indians [who] were }:tl]\er‘t:)

the ground and fled at our approach, feav-

i bo?v';mand a;‘rr:ws. We delayed t;vo hoqx;sn :S\S sesris;‘l;

obliged to wil
during which we were g b

# fain turned away, y #
sl haTl—e—We next started for “Donner’s camp
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Of eighty-nine emigrants who had set out to follow the Hastings Cut!!

from Fort Bridger, only forty-five survived. . . .

part Il Social Lifein a New Nation, 17841877

i er traveling about ha
8§ miles distant uvi:at:\: Eot:::::;swr\f‘:, hrich excitesd 5 :Jllp‘ ]\L\X‘,‘» )
wili’:ie‘i:nn;ed to pursue it. 1t brought us to the camp of Jq 3
aDr:mner where it had evidently been left that morning. There
5 e GEevery description, bogks, calxcogs, tea, coffe,
found PrOPes'si);n caps household and kitchen furniture scatter,
is,l:ﬁr}l,’e ;f:éctjon, and ;:\osuy in the water. At the mouth of the t,,,
stood a large iron Kettle; filled with human ﬂesh cut up, it was t,
body of Geo. Donner, the head had been split open and the brajp
extracted therefrom, and to the appearance, he had not been long
dead, not over three or four days at the most. Near by the ket|;
stood a chair, and thereupon three legs of a bullock that had bee,,
shot down in the early part of the winter, and snowed under befor.
it could be dressed. The meat was found sound and good, and wit,
the exception of a small piece out of the shoulder, wholly un-
touched. We gathered up some property and camped for the night
April, 18. Commenced gathering the most valuable property,
suitable for our packs, the greater portion requiring to be dried. We
then made them up and camped for the night.
April 19. This morning, [William] Foster, [John] Rhodes, and
J. Foster [Joseph Sels] started with small packs for the first cabins
intending from thence to follow the trail of the person that had left
the morning previous. The other three remained behind to cache
and secure the goods necessarily left there. Knowing the Donners
had a considerable sum of money, we search diligently but were
unsuccessful. The party for the cabins were unable to keep the trail
of the mysterious personage owing to the rapid melting of the
snow, they therefore went direct for the cabins, and upon entering
discovered Kiesburg lying down amidst the human bones and
beside him a large pan full of fresh liver and lights. They asked him
what had become of his companions, whether they were alive, and
what had become of Mrs. Donner. He answered them by stating
they were all dead; Mrs. Donner, he said, had in attempting to cross
from one cabin to another, missing the trail, and slept out one night;
that she came to his camp the next night very much fatigued, he
made her a cup of coffee, placed her in bed and rolled her well in
the blankets, but the next morning found her dead; he eat her body
and found her flesh the best he had ever tasted! He further stated
that he obtained from her body at least four pounds of fat! No traces
o_fthk;rer person could be found, nor the body of Mrs. Murphy
either.—
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his classic book The Year of Decision, 1846, that year “best

experience as national experience. Most of the characters
unremarkable commoners of the young democracy.”

DOCUMENTS
Emigrants to Texas, c. 1857

al times in the course of each day, the slow emigrant
ch this road, though less frequented than years ago, is still a
Inexorable destiny it seems that drags or drives on, al-
these toil-worn people. Several families were frequently
coming from the same district, or chance met and joined,
e long road from Alabama, Georgia, or the Carolinas. Be-
them you hear, ringing through the woods, the fierce
th which they urge on their jaded cattle. Then the strag-
dogs or fainting negroes, ragged and spiritless. An old
by the hand, a weak boy—too old to ride and too young
‘man, heavily loaded, with a rifle. Then the white covers
g up and down as they mount over a root or plunge
o one after another, where the road descends. Then
rime negroes, not yet exhausted, with a jqke and a
tobacco. Then the black pickininnies, staring, in a con-
the back of the wagon, more and more of their eyes to be
e table legs and bedding as you get near; behmd them,
le and young mothers, whose turn it is to ride. As
‘hite mother and babies, and the tall, frequendy :tl:
horseback, or walking withbhisthg“‘" “‘af\‘“gte“lggmi
oxen a scout ahead is a brother, or 7
G\Se look-out for a deer or a turkey. We passed in
I On F ersons attached to these trains, probably an
f e s had been retarded and con-
atse aof which, at Natchitoches,
the night before our arrival. Our chances of danger

b Texas (New York: Dix,

Edwards &
Law Olmsted, A Journey Thiou

185
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hard frosts had alread., ,
s e g S ——
l‘;:;::“nr:: invalids, two or three light wagons, and a gang of 1,
Id h;nd;, They travel ten or fifteen miles a day, ’su':ppu;.g Wherey,

- takes them, The masters are plainly x{resstd, often in home-p,

l‘:\w:helr eyes about them, noticing the s0il, sometimes making , ,
tmg.- crops by the roadside; but, generally, doglged,’ :;."lcy and s,
women are silent, too, frequently walkmg', to rel xlet;t.‘ gt :'ams,
haggard, mud-bedraggled, forlorn, and dlsc'onsc a t:/ yi opeful
ful. The negroes, mud-incrusted, wrapped in old Izu';l I:ts Or guny
suffering from cold, plod on, aimless, hopeless, thoughtless, mor.

ent than the oxen to all about them.
A Letter from Oregon Territory, 1847

APRIL 6, 1847

We arrived safe in Oregon City on the 12th of September last. We .,
Fort Laramie in 42 days from Independence; Fort Hall in 33 days m., .,
Dalles in 37 days more; and Oregon City in 16 days more—makiny ;.
128 days. Our journey was two weeks longer than necessary had we Jos; |
time. We met with no serious obstructions on our journey. We had to r,
the front of our wagon beds two or three inches in crossing the Larimic 1.,
to keep the water out; sometimes we had long drives to find a 800d place
for camping, with water and grass. . . . No single man should come 1 this
country. One third of the men in Oregon at this time are without Wives
Nothing but men of families are wanted here to till the soil, to make this
of the greatest countries in the world. This country does not get so mudd
as Illinois. There is no dust in summer here. The good land in this country

more extensive than [ expected to find it. The hills are not so high as repre-
sented. From the Cascade mountains to the Pacific, the whole country can

with trout the year round.

39 ik ) fha old lady—Greeting; says she was never more satisfied

with a move in her life before; that she is fast recovering her health; and she

hopes you will come to Oregon, where you can enjoy what little time vou
MV;]Tumuu :: health.

80N are not as bad as represented. Hastings in I

history speaks of the Falls of Columbia e o oo

mummwxﬂm..a,dm“ il 1 in the [Spring
field] llinos Journal, November 11, 1847 Pril 6, 1847, and published in the |5
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scarcely known here, except among the i

of a hundred of them getwf\fthe ﬁmtgwaml:t?mghﬁé
since I have been in Oregon; one of them was a man who
d and in one year died; the other was a woman who it is
d ten years before she came here.

RICHARD R.HOWARD

A Most Welcome Guest, c. 1849

were dangerous, so shouldering our picks and shovels,

d taking a bottle or two of guardiente, we marched to the ’
our leader whistling. “Come haste to the wedding,” and !
s and a discharge of firearms. The alarmed occupants :

to see what was up. Our captain mounted a rock, and ‘
azed husband in something, like this strain:

orld, and we have already forgotten what it is made of.
that our mothers were women, but it is so long since
htwelﬁveﬁxgvl\a\lwwomanboksaldbmn\z
m:ghtme,wearepmspecﬁngmgetaglm\p&.'

ing into the humor of the joke, pro-
drinkallmmd,andafeWgwd

Flush Times* in Nevada, c. 1862

= sﬂ,‘d-ﬂ“shﬁnus'ofsilv&
<plendor for three years. All
ceased, and the only trouble
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Chapter 6 Urban Life in the Eighteenth Century

attests again to an increasing unfamiliarity of city people with each other.
Soon thereafter authorities addressed themselves to the problem of locating

eople within the increasingly anonymous urban masses. In 1793 New
York’s Common Council ordered that buildings along the streets be num-
bered according to a prescribed method. From that regulation it was but a
short step to the 1811 report of a New York commission that surveyed the
island and planned the expanse of practical if monotonously regular num-
bered streets that would in time stretch from the old and irregular colonial
city on the lower tip of Manhattan up toward the Harlem River, and which
has been logically taken as the beginning of New York’s emergence as a
“modern” city.

In all these ways—in the functions that marked them as cities, in their
relative cosmopolitanism and common Protestant culture, in the gradual
development by the late eighteenth century of a social anonymity that has
since become so much a part of urban life—Boston and New York were almost
interchangeable. And yet they had acquired, like children, distinctive traits
that they would carry with them into later life. The appearance of differences
early in the cities’ histories is striking, their persistence over time the more
so. Both need to be explained. Their reasons lie, I suggest, in the ideals or
purposes of the cities’ founders, and in the peculiar, unpredictable way those
early traditions were reinforced by eighteenth-century circumstances.

Boston’s Puritan fathers came to America with a mission defined
against the avarice and corruption of contemporary England. They sought
to establish close-knit communities where love of God and concern for
neighbor took precedence over selfish gain. Their ideology proved well
suited to the business of colonizing. Because the Puritans sought to found
permanent homes in America, whole families migrated, not the men alone.
The population of New England therefore grew naturally at a far faster rate
than elsewhere in seventeenth-century North America. The Puritans’ com-
mitment to their “callings” and their emphasis on industry also contributed
to the cause of success in this world as much as in the next, and Boston
became the premier city of British North America.

Its early achievement proved impossible to sustain, however, and as the
eighteenth century proceeded Boston gradually yielded its leadership to
Philadelphia and New York. Itis commonplace to say that geography deter-
mined Boston’s destiny: the proximity of the Appalachian mountains to the
Atlantic coast in New England, the rocky quality of soil along the coastal
belt, the course of its rivers, which too often ran on a north-south axis and
s0 provided no ready path to the interior, all these limited the extent and the
richness of that hinterland upon which Boston’s importance depended. But
its fate, we now know, is not so simply explained. An “almost biblical series
of misfortunes” afflicted Boston in the mid-eighteenth century, most of
which were related to the series of colonial wars [with France] that brought
disaster to Boston even as they blessed with prosperity the artisans and
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Chapter 11

Paths to Salvation: Revivalism and
Communitarianism
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In this chapter’s essay, from Sean Wilentz's The Rise of American Demg,
Jefferson to Lincoln, the beginning and development o_f what came
known as the Second Great Awakening are described in vivid dety|
evidence does Wilentz provide to support his statement that the Secon
Awakening was a “diverse movement”? Compare the initial and later attiy,,
the southern revivalists toward slavery and the slavebolders. How did the
focus of the northern version of the Great Awakening differ from that
South?

One of the most successful of the northern preachers was Charles Grandis,
Finney. His employment of highly emotional sefmons was, as he reveals iy, 'b!
first document, the result of thoughtful planning. Indeed, as you read,
Finney’s keen insight into patterns of human behavior decades before the riq ¢
modern psychological study.

The revivalist preachers of the rural South often employed highly theatic,
methods to whip their audience into a religious frenzy. In the second documep,
Anne Royall, a noted travel writer, describes a revival meeting she attendeq i,
the Tennessee backcountry. Compare Royall’s response to what she witnesseq
to that of the majority of the audience. What might account for the difference;
Why do you think women were far more accepting than men of the preachers
appeals?

Some Americans of this period believed that they could create the ideg|
community only by removing themselves from society and building anew,
Prominent among several religious communitarian sects were the Shakers. By
1830, they had gathered themselves into more than twenty communities
throughout the East and Midwest to await what they believed would be Christ's
imminent return and rule on earth. In anticipation of this event, they forsook pri
vate ownership of property and practiced celibacy. The third document provides
a view of this sect by a Lowell mill girl who paid two visits to a New York Shaker
community. Does your previous reading about Lowell suggest why this young
woman initially found Shaker village life so appealing?

From the 1820s through the 1840s, a number of predominantly secular
utopian experiments in communal living were initiated, with the goal of serving
as models of nobler, purer ways of life. One of the most famous was the Brook
Farm community established in West Roxbury, Massachusetts, under the leader
ship of George Ripley, a New England Transcendentalist. Its participants included
some of the leading New England intellectuals, among them Nathaniel
Hawthorne, Margaret Fuller, and Charles A. Dana. The final document is froma

letter that Hawthorne wrote to his sister Louisa a few weeks after he arrived at
Brook Farm in April 1841, How do you account for his enthusiasm for the agrar
ian, communitarian life? Despite his initial sentiments, six months later
Hawthomne left the community after deciding that he could not be both farme!
and writer. Other members made similar decisions. In 1847, after six years of exis"
tence, the Brook Farm experiment ended. The farm's short life was a fate shared
by most other utopian communities.

the
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The Second Great Awakening
Sean Wilentz
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ister of Scots-Irish extraction, James McGréady. mahrat
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thereafter for three years running) his sermonizin
excitement and religious revival in the still-raw settlf—
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, in a clutch of cabins called Cane Ridge in Bourborl\
on, another of David Caldwell’s pupils, Barton Stone,
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and Methodist, white and black) and upwards of
ippers. The roar of raucous piety at Cane Ridge
“Sinners dropping down on every hand,” one partic-
, “shrieking, groaning, crying for mercy, convoluted;
‘ptagfing, agonizing, fainting, falling down in distress,
joy”
Ridge, hundreds of miles away in New Haven,
sedate but still remarkable revival of religion gripped
s of Yale College. In 1795, Timothy Dwight, grandson of
d evangelist Jonathan Edwards, had ascended to the
place of Thomas Jefferson’s friend Ezra Stiles, hoping
e ation for imeligion and pro-French radicsl pol
did not work imm
mber in the college’s graduating clast

<. “Wheresoever students were found,” remarked

of A an Deniocracy: Jefferson to Lincoln by Sean Wilentz, pp- 26572
\ Wilentz, Used by permission of W, W. Norton & Companys Inc.
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one participant, the future minister Noah Porter “in their roomg
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Order* (which finally collapsed one year after his death in 1817), his ¢ \2ding
above all the great organizing cleric Lyman Beecher, spread re\;ise;ﬁ\t‘: o
of the New Haven revival out into the rest of New England, and Version
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their T;};ildre'r\ settled in large numbers. Blanders g
concurrent events at Cane Ridge and Yale were i ;
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the preponderance of Americans—asus momentum after 1825. By the 1340;
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the Cane Ridge preacher, Barton Stone) to reject their own
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of a throng) in turn solidified the believers’ faith that they
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‘meanwhile, the camp meetings’ aftermath helped institu-
binding the fresh harvests of souls into local congrega-
e linked to other congregations, within regular, regionally
ations.
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g structures of authority. In contrast to the Episcopal
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reacher wrote in his diary, “and fly every temptation that leads to b, |,
guet as you would the devil himself. o !

Most unsettling of all, in the southerln revival's opening stages, "

ed indifference of some evangelicals to race and their Outrigh; |,

announc ist circuit riders were particularly aggre; ‘

ili . Methodi:
o 9. i e werts, slave and free. In the 1780s, conferenc,

:th‘hmg'ou‘a:?célgzzm condemned slaveholding as, in the words
Methodist assembly, “contrary to Ehe laws of G"‘_i' man, and nature
hurtful to society, contrary to the dictates of conscience and pure re];
(In 1784, the Methodists actually moved to e)fcommu.mcate slaveholder.
though they quickly retreated into less coercive methods of moral sug,
At least one black minister preached to a separate throng of lblacks at t
Cane Ridge meeting in 1801. In the first wave of conversions, Africy,
Americans accounted for as much as one-third to one-quarter of the men.
bership in individual evangelical churches. And into the_ 1820s, evangelicy|
egalitarianism among whites helped make the mountainous areas of the
upper southern states, notably Tennessee, home to the largest number (f
antislavery societies in the nation.

By 1830, however, the more egalitarian and antislavery implications of
the southern revivals had adapted to the resurgent slaveholders’ regime
Middling evangelical farmers who cashed in on the cotton boom and be-
came small slaveholders had little use for imprecations against African
bondage. Established planters mostly ignored antislavery preaching with a
cold contempt—although, from time to time, they took firmer action, as in
Charleston where, in 1800, authorities publicly burned Methodist antislav-
ery pamphlets. In 1816, the Methodists formally gave up on trying to end
slaveholding, while still pronouncing it “contrary to the principles of moral
justice.” Over the next thirty years, southern evangelicalism, among whites,
transformed itself into a doctrine of Christian mastery, no longer troubled
by human bondage but providing slaveholders with a set of religious and
moral imperatives to treat the slaves, as they would all subordinates, on the
highest moral level, in accord with scriptural injunctions. While instilling
order and benevolence, the churches also reinforced the slaveholders'
claims to supremacy. “We who own slaves,” the well-known South
Carolina Baptist clergyman James C. Furman wrote to a master suspected of
wrongdoing, “honor God’s law in the exercise of our authority.”

More broadly, the southern evangelicals’ spiritual egalitarianism centered

easingly on inculcating personal holiness to the exclusion of all else—an
mwhimual sanctification that precluded wider secular campaigns ot
m‘t reform. Older social distinctions between elite nonevangelicals
and plebeian evangelicals blurred, as successful Methodists and Baptists
began striving for their own sort of refinement, signaled by the building of
several denominational academies and colleges, like the Virginia Baptis
Education Society of Richmond, all across the region. Simultaneously, th
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Taylor's accomplice, Lyman Beecher, would even
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er happened,” because it forced the more complacent
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